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ARMENIAN AFFAIRS 


TURKISH JOURNALIST ON 'REVENGE FLAME' AT TEHRAN PRELACY 
Istanbul MARMARA in Armenian 24 Apr 84 ppl, 4 


[Article from MILLIYET, published on 24 April 1984: "The 'Flame of Vengeance' 
at the Tehran Armenian Prelacy Blazes" ] 


[Text] In today's issue of MILLIYET we read: "There is a memorial in the garden 
of the Armenian Prelacy in Tehran, called ‘Memorial to the 1915 Armenian 
Genocide’. An eternal flame burns before this memorial. This flame symbolizes 
"vengeance' and remindsthe visitor that 'what has happened in the past is not 
forgotten.' 


"At the Patriarchate, on the previous day, following Easter Sunday services, 
this flame was rekindled, prayers were said, and inscriptions dealing with the 
1915 events were hung on practically every part of the extensive garden walls 
of the Patriarchate. In the course of all these preparations hundreds of 
Persian Armenians assembled in front of the door; the gathered Armenians were 
given protection by security forces. 


"In spite of promises by Iranian officials that all Armenian attacks against 
Turkish diplomats in Tehran will be neutralized, investigations connected with 
the most recent attacks against the Turks are not beingmae public. While Iranian 
officials keep repeating that 'the Armenian minority cannot even breathe without 
the government's knowledge,' ASALA has been mounting frequent attacks in Tehran, 
which inspires the suspicion that 'various forces lie hidden’ behind the 
Armenian terrorists. 


"Iranian sources report that these forces may be a number of illegal Iranian 
organizations, particularly the Mojahedin-e Khalq, plus other organizations. 


"It is the wish of these organizations that the government, on the eve of the 
visit to Iran by Prime Minister Turgut Ozal, provide a demonstration. This 
demonstration might be the constantly repeated words by Iranian officials: 'To 
mete out the least punishment to the terrorists.' 


"Elections were held in Iran last week, and election posters advertising Persian 
Armenian candidates were displayed throughout the capital. The purpose behind 
this widespread publicity, using the print media and TV, is to soften the reac- 
tion produced by the prohibition against holding pastgtous Study classes in 
Armenian schools in a language other than Persian. 














Election Results 


"The likelihood is that the following Armenian representatives will enter the 
Majlis: Vartan Vartan from the north, and Ardavazt Bakhumian from the 
south." 
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ARMENIAN AFFAIRS 


SPANISH POLICE REPORTEDLY TAKE MEASURES AGAINST ARMENIANS 
Istanbul MARMARA in Armenian 31 May 84 p 1 
[Article: "Spanish Police Have Also Started Acting Against Armenian Terrorists" ] 


[Text] HURIYET correspondent Lyutfiv Tokatloghlu reports from Madrid that 
Turkey's diplomatic missions abroad have been cautioned against Armenian ter- 
rorists operating in various parts of Europe. A cable from Ankara stated that 
various groups are waiting for the opportunity to launch attacks. Cables dis- 
patched on Wednesday instructed that security measures be taken and stated that 
the number of Armenians waiting for an attack opportunity was 15. 


An official of Spain's police unit responsible for foreign nationals stated that 
they had heard that from three to four groups of Armenian terrorists were 
preparing to perpetrate terrorist actions in Italy, Spain, and Portugal, and 
they have therefore taken security measures against such a possibility. 


A spokesman for the Spanish police unit dealing with Armenian terrorists added 
that efforts are being made to ascertain the names of these terrorists and to 
determine whether or not they are in Spain. He stated that last June, following 
the terrorist attack in Lisbon, it was determined that the terrorists had en- 
tered Portugal via Spain. The terrorists might mount another operation in 
Lisbon to take revenge. 


8817 
CSO: 4605/61 








EGYPT 


SIGNIFICANCE OF COPTIC VOTE IN ELECTIONS ASSESSED 
Cairo AL-AHALI in Arabic 28 Mar 84 p 5 


[Article by Eng Samir Murqus: '"Copt's Place on the Election Map; Dealing With 
Copts as Electoral Group Is Dubious Attempt to Crack National Unity"] 


[Text] The political arena in Egypt is now preoccupied with the upcoming May 
parliamentary elections which, for the first time in Egypt's history, will 
follow the proportional party slate system. Each of the six parties running 
for these elections has started gearing up for receiving as many votes as pos- 
sible to exceed the mandatory 8 percent decreed by the proportional slate 
electoral law. Among these votes is the vote of the Coptic constituent! 


So, where does the Coptic vote fall on the electoral map? 


Before answering this question, let us ask one fundamental question: Is there 
in essence something that may be called the Coptic electoral vote? 


First of all, I say for the record that I am against what we may call the 
Coptic vote because this necessarily assumes the existence of a non-Coptic 
vote, thus denying the voter's political quality and replacing it with the 
sectarian quality. I think this conflicts with the electoral law and deviates 
from the Egyptian democratic heritage. 


What then is this phenomenon of the "Coptic voter" expression in circulation 
now? 


In my estimation, there are those who still deal with the reality of the al- 
Sadat era. The ruling party still revolves in the orbit of this policy and 
has not yet risen to the Mubarak attempts to mend the cracks of the al-Sadat 
era. Thus, it was not strange to read in some national magazineg, followed 
by Arab magazines, the term, "the Coptic electoral votes," repeated in their 
analytical subjects on the electoral situation or in news about political and 
partisan activity in Egypt. 


Thus begins the game of throwing the Copts into the electoral process not in 
political but rather sectarian capacity in order to exploit the Coptic wound, 
represented in the absence of the head of the church, by confusing the cleri- 
cal situation with the partisan situation. This was embodied in two mani- 
festations in a hidden and untrustworthy manner! 
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First, by the ruling party, manifested by spreading the rumor to the effect 
that the ruling party will allow the return of the pope [Shanudah] immediately 
before the election in order to win the Coptic vote. 


Second, by the New Wafd Party through its secretary general, Mr Ibrahim Faraj, 
by publishing his political memoirs, including the New Wafd's relationship with 
the pope in a way that suggests to the Copts the necessity of joining the 

Wafd. 


Can this technique put the political life in order? I think we all agree in 
principle on the necessity to release the pope, a public national 

and not a private partisan point of departure. Likewise, we reject Wafd 
Party exploitation of the pope's name to influence the Copts, particularly 
since the Wafd, as made clear in its recent political practices, ig fritter- 
ing away its whole heritage. 


I do not neglect to mention here the pope's view on Coptic political action 
when he said: 


"The church is national, not partisan. It gives its members the freedom of 
political action (Sermon, 10/9/1976, No 37)."' 


I think this clear, candid and decisive view is not subject to interpreta- 
tion aid puts a stop to odious attempts aimed at exploiting religion to serve 
political interests in a new harmful way. How? 


First, the emergence of the expression "Coptic vote" in the political arena 
will necessarily suppose the existence of the "Islamic vote." This is bound 

to cause a crack in the Egyptian national group wall, a technique perhaps 
employed by British colonialism since the turn of the century and clearly mani- 
fested in Lord Cromer's reports, in the formation of the Legislative Society 

in 1913, and in a 28 February 1922 statement, and also in the 1923 constitu- 
tional ccmmittee incident as well when attempts were made to divide the two 
elements via the idea of minority representation which was rejected by the 
Christian and Muslim sides alike. But the same method is being repeated through 
the frequent use of the expression "Coptic vote." Thus, if colonialism was the 
beneficiary then, who is the beneficiary now? 


There is no doubt that Israel is our common enemy now and the number one bene- 
ficiary, in participation with its local reactionary henchmen. It revealed its 
interest by striking at national unity in Egypt (it was serious in this) through 
a document it published about its strategy in the eighties (see our article 
"Israel's Design in the Eighties and Attempts to Lebanonize Egypt,'’ AL-AHALI, 
16/3/1983). The worst fear is that this could be the beginning through the 
division of electoral votes along sectarian lines. 


Here we mention justice Tariq al-Bushri's warning in which he said: 
"Representation on the basis of religious affiliation conveys the idea that 


religion has become the foundation for building the political community at the 
expense of the national and patriotic 'mosque.' This is exactly what must be 














avoided in order to preserve the nation with its majorities and minorities 
(AL-AHALI, 15/2/78)." 


Second, this method deals with the Copts as a sectarian group with special 
demands and separate problems. Consequently, their partisan movement is 
based on a sectarian foundation, thus depriving them of their political and 
social affiliation. Similarly, there will be a reaction from the other side. 
This, in my opinion, is a political action apostasy from the Egyptian politi- 
cal heritage inasmuch as political action becomes a purely religious action, 
thus obliterating the landmarks of political and social struggle. 


In short, the method of dividing electoral votes is unacceptable. There- 
fore, our question, "Where do the Copts fall on the electoral map," will be 
discarded if approached with a sectarian logic. If we were to ask it from a 
political point of view, :owever, it could be answered as follows: 


"The place of the Copts will be in all the parties according to their political 
affiliations and along the lines of the Coptic Call in the twenties which said: 


"No Copt will come forward for the elections to represent the Copts in par- 
ticular and will accept no less than general representation of the country.'" 


As enlightened Copts, we say: 


“No Copt will come forward for the election in his religious capacity (candi- 
date or voter), but will come forward, in accordance with his political course, 
to the party that expresses this course." 


In conclusion, I call upon my Muslim brothers to adopt this course. The major- 
ity has a great responsibility in strengthening and backing the nation's na- 
tional union as a whole in order to put a stop to all those who are manipulat- 
ing and toying with it, be they the pashas of the past or the pashas of the 
present. 
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EGYPT 


PRESS FREEDOM CURBS SEEN IN AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI 
Cairo AL-AHALI in Arabic 28 Mar 84 p 5 
[Article by Dr Jalal Amin: "The Tragedy of AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI"] 


[Text] In the months following President Husni Mubarak's coming to power, a 
strong feeling of optimism prevailed in the democratic future of Egypt. This 
feeling was not only the result of the president releasing and receiving de- 
tained politicians, writers and journalists or the return of the opposition 
newspaper, but was also reinforced by the awareness of Egyptian political 
figures that the personality and ambitions of the new president were radically 
different from those of the former president. 


I do not exaggerate when I claim that this optimistic feeling was first 
clearly manifested in the change that came over the magazine, AL-AHRAM AL- 
IQTISADI, during the first months of the new president's regime. The magazine 
presented for the first time what it called "Forums of Thought," a column that 
invited writers, mostly independent, from any part to express their views on 
Egypt's future with freedom unknown to Egyptian political life for about 30 
years. 


Furthermore, the magazine's position on Israel's contentiousness, particularly 
on the Sabra and Shatila massacres, was a glorious position that expressed the 
Egyptian people's conscience more strongly than any other newspaper or magazine 
in Egypt. The Israeli embassy protested to official authorities at the time 
the tone of AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI in discussing events in Lebanon, but the 
Egyptian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, as we heard, rejected the protest on 

the feeling that AL~AHRAM AL-IQTISADI did not say anything more than what was 
raging in public opinion all over the world, and that it would be disgraceful 
for the Egyptian press not to protest what demonstrations in Israel itself 
were protesting. At any rate, AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI said nothing that was dif- 
ferent from President Husni Mubarak's statements on American TV about Israel's 
bragging, saying that Israel "wants everything without giving anything." 


The magazine then raised the subject of scientific research being undertaken 

by Egyptian scientists with foreign financing and opened up to various views 

on the subject, both pro and con. However, it seems that conditions with which 
the magazine put forth this subject did not please some of those financing this 
research, and Dr Lutfi ‘Abd-al-'Azim, the magazine's editor-in-chief was sub- 
jected to censure and threats by some officials of the press' supreme council. 

















The series of articles on this subject was stopped even though the magazine 
continued on its national course for a few more months. 


It is ludicrous that at the same time that the editor-in-chief was being 

censured by press officials, those same officials, when faced with a criticism 

of the democratic experience in Egypt, would say: ‘Don't you see the freedom . 
enjoyed by AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI magazine?" 


What Happened Then? f 


Magazine readers a few months ago were surprised by a total change in the 
magazine's direction and character. It was stricken with severe intellectual 
emaciation and obvious apathy. The name of its editor-in-chief was still 
there, as were the ads that say "the magazine that offers what no one else 
offers,'' but in reality was only offering what others were offering, such as 
MAYU and UKTUBAR. Since it did not replace national articles with color 
photos and soccer news, its circulation dropped drastically and it lost an 
increasing number of home readers. As for the editor-in-chief, he still sat 
in his office but was not allowed to exercise his authority. He was no longer 
the de facto editor-in-chief, but was replaced by someone willing to receive 
direct instructions daily from the AL-AHRAM organization's hierarchy or the 
press' supreme council. When national writers found that their articles were 
being rejected one after the other by the new de facto chairmanship, some 

of them stopped writing altogether, overcome by a new feeling of frustration 
and wondering about the meaning of this new democracy which they regarded as 
an auspicious beginning 2 years ago. 


I call upon President Husni Mubarak to intervene personally to settle this 
matter in a way that would also settle the issue of freedom of tne press ia 
Egypt. Does he want free thought shut off from opposition newspapers, news- 
papers carrying the "national" attribute monopolized by colorless and taste- 
less writers and the AL-AHRAM organization empty of any free thought save for 
the only column written by Ahmad Baha'-al-Din? Or does he want all the flowers 
to blossom and the political fencing in Egypt actually to witness true flourish- 
ing in his time? 
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EGYPT 


SIGNIFICANCE OF ISRAELI PRESENCE AT INTERNATIONAL FAIR 


Paris AL-YASAR AL-"ARABI in Arabic No 64, Apr 84 p 20 


[Article: "Cold Peace or 'Cold' Capitulation"} 


[Text] Israeli Minister of Industry and Trade Gid'on Pat stated at the opening 
of the Israeli pavilion at the Cairo International Fair held last March that 
“the mere fact that we are here to display our goods in an Israeli pavilion 
and our ability to do business with Egypt makes it very plain that our rela- 
tions with Egypt have not been affected by its improved relations with the 
Arab countries." Perhaps this statement exposes the "cold" peace allegations 
being promoted by the Egyptian Government which instructed the so-called na- 
tional press to play down the news about Lebanon's recent abrogation of the 

17 May agreement with Israel so as not to be seen as a precedent to be repeat- 
ed with regard to the Camp David Accords. The national parties and forces in 
Egypt immediately heightened their demand for such an abrogation. 


Israel's fourth participation in the Catfo International Fair came at a time 
when a number of Egyptian intellectuals are receiving assassination threat 
letters from the Zionist terrorist 'Kakh" organization, the last of which was 
sent to Dr ‘Awatif 'Abd-al-Rahman, professor of information. Dr ‘Abd-al-Wahhan 
al-Masiri, Dr Latifah al-Zayyat Muhammad Hisham and Muhsin ‘Awad had received 
similar letters before that. 


Israel's participation and the hoisting of the Israeli flag at the fair also 
came two weeks following the annual commemoration of the burning of the Israeli 
flag and the raising of the Palestinian flag, held annually at the Bar As- 
sociation's headquarters since 26/2/1980 when the Egyptian environment was 
desecrated by the Israeli flag in its sky. That year witnessed the burning of 
the American flag besides the Israeli one ani the raising of the Palestinian 
flag besides the Israeli one and the raising of the Palestinian flag in the 
skies of Cairo amid the cheers of more than 2,000 citizens. Israel's partici- 
pation in the fair raised increasing popular indignation. 
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EGYPT 


SOLIDARITY WITH DISGRUNTLED STUDENTS EXPRESSED 
Paris AL-YASAR AL-'ARABI in Arabic No 64 Apr 84 pp 20-21 
[Article: ‘Democratic Awakening on All Fronts"] 


[Text] In any student bus headed fur the university, one can find out what 
goes on inside the university's walls. The busses have turned into an arena 
for debating interference in university life by university guards and govern- 
ment informants, and how the guards broke into the ladies' room at the uni- 
versity on the pretext that the students were smoking there! One can also 
hear about the consequences of the assault on an al-Mansurah University student 
by a guard officer inside the guard office which prompted the eruption of stu- 
dent movements last January at al-Mansurah [University]. One is also amazed 
by the story about the college dean who slapped a student in front of his 
colleagues and can hear the story of the Cairo University president who 
answered a student's question by saying: "She is a body without a brain and 
has no right to express any views on university matters!" 


The debate and government criticism flares up when the students begin expres- 
sing their rejection of the tutelage imposed upon them or the ban on wall 
posters that express their point of view. One can also hear much said about 
the 11.5 million Egyptian pounds allocated for the subsidy of university books 
that have been spent on expenses for the people in charge. 


For almost a month now, since the 2lst of last February to be exact, Egyptian 
universities have gone ablaze. The Universities of Cairo, al-Mansurah and 
Alexandria have witnessed student demonstrations and conferences that raised 
democratic demands. 


What worries the authorities is that the student movement eruption comes at a 
time when displeasure and discontent in the Egyptian society are heightening 
with the complexity of the economic and social crisis which did not end with 
the sit-in staged by the Hulwan Pipe Company employees and the Physical Therapy 
Institute students who demonstrated in front of the People's Assembly for union 
demands. Rather, discontent and confrontation are spreading to other sectors, 
appearing in the form of actions by judges, lawyers and university professors. 


Cairo University students held crowded student conferences on the anniversary 
of the international student day on 21 February, an occasion the students were 




















not allowed to celebrate in previous years, in which they reaffirmed their right 
to take part in social issues and praised the patriotic history of Egyptian 
students. They demanded the abolition of the student federation's by-laws 

of 1979 that voided student federations of their student, union and patriotic 
content. They also demanded elimination of the university guards and joined 

a demonstration on the university campus started by the law students who were 
then joined by their fellow economics, arts, business, science and archeology 
students. Fifteen thousand demonstrators went to the university building 
shouting "Hasan Hamdi, 0 Hasan Bey, the book is 10 pounds," and "our problems 
are many and plentiful, and this is just the beginning of the march." They 
sent a list of demands to university president Dr Hamdi, the most important of 
which were: 


First, the elimination of the university guard, to be replaced by a civilian 
guard to protect facilities only. Second, repeal of the 1979 student feder- 
ation by-law promulgated by al-Sadat, and temporary eiiforcement of the 1976 
by-laws until a new one is drawn up by the Egyptian student conference when it 
convenes. The university president refused to meet with the students, claim- 
ing they only represented themselves. The students in turn cancelled the 1979 
by-laws and formed "the National Committee for the Defense of Cairo University 
Students' Rights," with the sub-committees in colleges, which proceeded with 
conference until Saturday, 25 February, when a march inside the university was 
staged and ended in a general conference in front of Nasir Hall in which the 
students refused the higher University's Council's maneuvers to increase the 
number of students in the university activities coordination council and to 
change its name to the university's student federation. The students read 
messages of support and solidarity from their fellow students in al-Mansurah, 
Alexandria and al-Zaqaziq [Universities] and Dr Ahmad, professor at Cairo 
University's Fine Arts College, declared the faculty's solidarity with the 
students. The students collected more than 4,000 signatures on the students' 
national committee communique to submit to the Presidency, the People's Assem- 
bly and the Cabinet. The university president once again refused to see the 
Student committee and the student federations of the Colleges of Art, Law, 
Archeology, Economics and Political Science announced their collective resig- 
nation in solidarity with their colleagues, while the secretaries of the In- 
formation and Science Federations did not concede the national comnittee's 
right to represent the students since that would take away from their parochial 
and personal interests. 


The national committee decided to hold a conference on 4 March and to hold ex- 
hibits and publish wall posters without prior approval from the [university] 
administration. It also treatened to boycott classes if any student was sub- 
jected to dismissal, arrest or disciplinary boards. Furthermore, it decided to 
file a legal suit against the 1979 by-law with the Council of State. 


The students did not waste any time in putting the resolutions into effect. 
Wall posters were distributed everywhere under their protection and the uni- 
versity witnessed an exhibit against normalization of relations with Israel. 

On the said date, a Cairo University student conference was held during which 
it was decided to extend the mandate of the National Committees for the Defense 
of Student Rights; to regard the presence of university guards illegal, holding 
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the university responsible for such a presence; to withdraw the vote of confi- 
dence in the federations that did not resign; and to hold a university student 
conference next February to prepare a democratic student by-law and form a 
preparatory committee composed of students from Cairo, ‘Ayn Shams, al- 
Mansurah, al-Azhar, Hulwan, Asyut and Alexandria Universities. The univer- 
sity president was finally forced to receive che committee which presented 

the demands and resolutions he had rejected. In a subsequent meeting with 
him, an agreement was reached to hold a conference to ratify the desired 
recommendations concerning the by-law and the university guard. 


In Alexandria, the students held three large conferences and organized a num- 
ber of marches at the university, declaring their solidarity with their fellow 
students at Cairo University and demanding the repeal of the 1979 by-law 
promulgated by al-Sadat. They said that al-Sadat is finished now and so must 
his negativisms. This last 15 March the Alexandria University students held 
their conference at the College of Science following which the Higher Committee 
of Alexandria University Students was formed. 


Wide Support for Student Movement 


Reaction: to the upheaval were varied. The regime seemed hesitant and im- 
potent, particularly in the face of student awareness, quick action, organiza- 
tion and the wresting of their freedoms. The various agencies began to shirk 
their responsibilities; at times it was the responsibility of the edication 
minister who promised the al-Mansurah students last January to celebrate with 
them Student Martyrs Day and to bring a "gift," but he did not show up; at other 
times it was the responsibility of the security agencies who were quick to ac- 
cuse the NPUG Party of being behind the student unrest. On the other hand, the 
student movement received a popular welcome in national forces’ circles, union 
circles in particular; the Bar Association and university faculties who issued 
statements supporting the university students' demands. 


The students also received the support of the Grouping, Labour and Liberal 
Parties, besides the solidarity of their fellow students in al-Zaqaziq, ‘Ayn 
Shams, Alexandria, Hulwan and Social Service Universities in their common 
struggle. The Progressive Youth Federation had issued a communique demanding 
independence for the student movement and supporting its demands. 


The Egyptian Committee for the Defense of Freedoms, which includes opposition 
party representatives as well as representatives from a number of labor and 
professional unions and public figures, ai.d which is charied by for deputy pre- 
mier 'Abd-al-Salam al-Zayyat, issued a communique which said "the motives be- 
hind resolution 265 which abolished the cultural and political committee from 
the student federations committees, thereby invalidating the clause that places 
'the countering of Zionism and imperialism’ among the goals of student 
federations, are still having their effect. The committee called for the 
fulfillment of the legitimate demands of Egyptian students and the Democratic 
Youth Federation issued a statement calling upon the students to keep up the 
formation of student committees. 
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Historically, the student movement has always been the prelude to the eruption 
and rise of the Egyptian national movement, as confirmed by past experience 
and the student upheavals in 1972 and 1973 which formed the bepinning of na- 
tional opposition against the al-Sadat policies and spread to the profession- 
als, intellectuals and laborers. Therefore, stiff security measures around 
the university were adopted and Central Security vehicles gathered in al-Urman 
Park in front of the university to quell any student movement outside it. 


To perceive the dimensions and anticipated effects of this movement, perhaps 
it is useful to call attention to what al-Sadat did to wipe out the student 
movement which opposed his policies. He issued Presidential Decree No 265 of 
1979 which abolished the republic's student federation, and student federations 
at the university level as well, replacing them with the "Activities Coordin- 
ation Council," comprised mostly of administration elements. He imposed tute- 
lage on federations within the colleges, banned political and cultural activ- 
ities and reinstated the university guard with more powers, turning it into an 
espionage and terror apparatus to spy on professors during their Lectures. 
This guard is headed by the venerable general investigations man, Maj Gen 
Munir Muhaysi, former director of the anti-communism office of State Security 
Investigations. 


Professors Indignant, Judges in Constant Session 


On the other hand, university professors are embarking on a struggle for the 
sake of the university's independence and the preservation of their rights. 
Sadat's action of transferring 68 university professors out of the university 
is still in people's minds. The faculty is demanding repeal of Article 83 

of the university law which authorizes transfer of professors without their 
approval even though the education minister declared this article invalid in 
his meeting with the Alexandria University faculty last January following Dr 
"Ismat Zayn-al-Din's hunger strike protesting the university president's 
practices. Alexandria University professors had formed "the University 
Defense Committee" and demanded the resignation of the university president 
and some of his aides. The llth general conference of the faculty clubs, 
held early last March, reaffirmed their demands concerning amendment of the 
universities' law to provide for the university's political and intellectual 
independence and to grant them academic immunity similar to judicial immunity 
and the right to form a union organization. They also demanded that all uni- 
versity positions be filled via elections and the responsibilities of depart- 
ment heads, deans and presidents be clearly defined. The conference confirmed 
its previous resolution not to deal with Israeli universities and supported 
student demands and non-intervention by security agencies in university af- 
fairs. It decided to form a delegation to meet with the president of the 
republic after they “became fed up with repeated promises." 


The judges have their own demands as well. In their meetings at the judges’ 
club, they stood one minute in protest against government procrastination. 
Their demands are summed up as follows: repeal of the emergency legislation, 
at the head of which is the Ethics Law; taking over the chairmanship of the 
electoral sub-committees to guarantee impartial elections; demanding rein- 
statement of the supreme judicial council which safeguards the independence 
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of the judiciary on the basis of the principle of the separation of the execu- 
tive and judicial powers; ending Ministry of Justice intervention in their 
council's affairs and extending judicial immunity to the public prosecutor. 
Under pressure by the judges club's general assembly, the government prepared 
a law for reinstatement of the supreme judicial council. The new law, how- 
ever, neglects many aspects of the judges’ demands and does not grant immunity 
for the public prosecutor. 


In an important development, a crisis between the Council of State and the 
government erupted in the middle of last month, brought about by the minister 
of justice's objection to the council's bill, as approved by the c»uncil's 
general assembly, demanding the council's restoration to its pre-1969 status 
as an independent judicial agency with a right for its general assembly to 
have a say in the nomination of the council's president--which is done through 
a presidential decree--and the stipulation that the assembly's members are not 
subject to dismissal. The general assembly considered itself in constant 
session and formed a committee to meet with the president. 


National Party Member Takes Off Her Shoes 


It is noted here that the minister of justice "is offended" because the Coun- 
cil of State's legislative section has amended the electoral law. Whereas the 
government's plan provided for the director of security to assume the general 
committees’ chairmanship, the Council of State ruled that justices chair the 
general committees in accordance with the provisions of the constitution. It 
is noteworthy that the electoral law and the exercise of political rights es- 
tablished by the ruling party are coming under a vicious attack, not by the 
parties alone but the professional unions as well. The Bar Association's board 
stated that law is in disagreement with the clear constitutional stipu- 
lation and issued a communique explaining its unconstitutionality. During the 
debate of this law in the People's Assembly, deputy Faydah Kamil, wife of fornm- 
er Interior Minister al-Nabawi Isma'il, demanded that Grouping Party Deputy Abu 
al-'Izz al-Hariri be brought before the values committee because he said 
that the NDP deputies succeeded in forging the 1979 election. When her re- 
quest was refused, this virtuous lady took off her shoes and waved them at 

Abu al-’Izz al-Hariri, the same way her ruling party waves the same weapon at 
the people. If these are the omens of confrontation between the students, 
professors, judges and laborers, on the one hand, and the government, on the 
other, they are expected to heat up and intensify in the summer of the upcoming 
elections. 


{Box inset on p 21] 
Not Just a Student Issue 


The students are not the only victims of the university guard whose mandate 
extends to the professors as well. The Political Science Department of the 
Cairo University College of Economics organized a seminar on “Egypt and the 
Arab Nation in the Eighties" to "discuss a number of research studies on the 
subject prepared by department professors. Dr Hasan Nafi'ah, the supervisor 

of the seminar, was surprised by the requirement to inform the university guard 
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commander of the seminar's date and place. Thinking it was merely an ad- 
ministrative procedure, he informed the commander verbally, saying that 

the seminar would be video taped. The commander asked him to submit a written 
request stating the name of the cameraman. It did not take the commander long 
to rush back at lightning speed to inform him that the university president re- 
fused his request. Attempts by professors to dissuade the president from his 
refusal to approve the request at the "advice" of the university guard were to 
no avail. This example clearly indicates that the elimination of the university 
guard is not just a student issue, but rather an issue of university indepen- 
dence and freedom of scientific research. 
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EGYPT 


WAFD PLATFORM SEEN RESTATING RULING PARTY'S POLICY 
Paris AL-YASAR AL-'ARABI in Arabic No 64, Apr 84 pp 24-26 


[Article by Adib Dimitry: "Wafd Leadership at Regime's Service; Past Para- 
dise, Future Delusions" ] 


[Text] The issue of the Wafd--its proclamation, dissolution and proclamation 
once again--has taken up a considerable measure of the Egyptian and Arab pub- 
lic interest. Its recent proclamation was marked by extensive propaganda and 
a flood of statements, interviews and press commentaries, in addition to 
greater hopes, among a sector of the educated in particular, for a democratic 
and liberal future for the Egyptian people. 


Its return was also coupled, especially following the series of recent state- 
Ments by its leader Fu'ad Sirraj-al-Din and his deputy Wahid Ra'fat, with a 
number of questions, inquiries and debates: What does the return of the Wafd 
mean? How did it return? In whose interest? What kind of relationship does 
it have with the regime? What is the future of this relationship, especially 
in view of the near date of the parliamentary elections which leaves the 

door wide open for speculation, hopes and struggles. 


Whatever the answers to such questions may be and regardless of the Wafd's 
future role, the right of the party to exist and the issue of regaining its 
legitimacy were a battle all national forces, parties and figures entered un- 
hesitantly in defense of the right to form political parties and the freedom 

of speech, organization and action, all rights not subject to bargaining. 
Therefore, its proclamation was an unquestionable gain and victory for the ever- 
expanding popular and democratic movement, totally irrespective of what goes on 
in the minds of its old leaders or behind the Arab and local scenes, and even 
beyond. 


The Eighties Delegation 


To those who have listened to the "Pasha's" speech or have read recent press 
interviews and statements by some of its leaders, the picture seems truly odd. 
It is as though we have actually come across "the cave people," a group of 
people who vanished or were led away into the cave for a while and suddenly came 
back out into the light--just like the story by the Greek philosopher Plato. 
Things, however, are indisputably much more complicated than that. 
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The Wafd was not finished by a mere revolutional council decree in 1953. 
Rather, it has gone through far-reaching potitical, economic and social re- 
versals in the Egyptian, Arab and international arenas that paved the way 

for polarizations, intense struggles, betrayals, disunion and splits within 
the neo-bourgeois ranks who have led the revolution ever since its out- 
break in the 19th century. It was brought to a quick end by the dark history 
of some neo-bourgeois groups and some of their rightist leaders and symbols 
who preferred to bow to the king and ultimately gave up their capital to burn. 
When some of those leaders believe that the Wafd heritage, the heritage of the 
whole national movement with its glories and infamies, can be abridged and made 
public in order to fit into the pocket of the existing Sadatist regime, all 
raised questions become totally valid and legitimate. 


New Wafd Platform 


The new Wafd leaders have burdened us enough with their reading of the party 
platform announced in the seventies, or the one under amendment, as they say, 
Notwithstanding the great importance of party platforms in revealing the 
identity of their followers and the nature and interests of the classes they 
serve, they are, in our country, dressed up in such a way as to efface this 
identity and conceal true objectives and interests, thus rendering the true 
action, movement, and positions more indicative than written constitutions and 
declared platforms. 


The new Wafd platform, as put forth by its leaders in the flood of statements 
and interviews and their positions during the short period since the party's 
proclamation, is not in need of explanation. 


Bland Support for Mubarak 


Party leader Fu'ad Sirraj-al-Din (Pasha), in all his talks, conveys his absolute 
unqualified and unreserved support for Mubarak and his policies as if Mubarak is 
one thing and the government of the National Party which he heads is something 
else. His words almost remind us of his stands in the presence of his lords: 

"I take this opportunity to express a truth I truly believe in, that President 
Husni Mubarak has our total confidence because he is true to himself and to the 
people. Maybe [even if] his stand in our legal battle concerning the party is 
that of total neutrality (AL- HRAR newspaper, 9/1)." 


"I believe that he has no interest in undemocratic elections and there are 
signs that give light to his sincerity about free elections (AL-MAJALLAH news- 
paper, Saudi, 13/1)." 


In an interview with AL-MUSAWWAR magazine (6/1/84), [he said]: "Without reser- 
vation I can sincerely say that I support President Husni Mubarak in all his 
foreign and Arab steps. I ask God to help him be extremely successful." 
Coalition With National Party Government 

In an interview with AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI magazine (6/2/84), Sirraj-al-Din 


called for a coalition government headed by the prime minister to devise proper 
and decisive remedies for the country's problems "without fear of any partisan 
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outbidding or slander.'' He gave the following examples of outbidding he fear- 
ed: There are many public sector issues and questions the government is afraid 
to tackle for fear of being accused of fighting socialism and liquidating the 
public sector. This is "what stands between the government and its bold con- 
frontation with these questions." 


The same thing was reiterated by his deputy, Wahid Ra'fat, in an interview 

with AKHBAR AL-YAWM newspaper (28/1) which caused an enormous hubbub in 

Egypt. The reporter asked him if they welcomed a kind of "coalition" if the 
government were to give the green light. The deputy leader answered that, 

in order to avoid outbidding that violates the very core of the problems we are 
suffering from, "the ideal solution is to reach an understanding about agreed- 
upon rules, a prescribed charter or clearly-defined concepts," to put a stop 

to any future controversy or outbidding. These concepts he called for pertain 
to the liquidation of the public sector and complete freedom for the market 

and what he called a free economy. 


No Cooperation With the Opposition 


Meanwhile, the party leadership is persisting in its rejection of any form of 
front or cooperation with opposition parties which took a firm stand on the 
side of the Wafd party's right to exist and regain its legitimacy. It re- 
fused to participate in the huge meeting in ‘Abdin Square called for by the 
"National Forces and Parties Committee for the Defense of Democracy" on the 
occasion of International Human Rights Day. It likewise refused to cooperate 
and protest when the interior ministry denied permission to hold the ['Abdin] 
meeting. It adopted the same stance towards opposition parties’ demands to 
amend the electoral law, repeal the 8 percent proviso and provide the neces- 
sary guarantees for free elections, insisting on working alone. These stances 
came in the framework of a decisive and open rejection of any form of front or 
joint slates in the elections under the pretext that such a practice failed 

in 1926 when the Wafd entered into a coalition with the Constitutional Liber- 
als, on the basis of dividing the electoral precincts, which led to the out- 
break of sharp differences between the two parties (Sirraj-al-Din interview 
with AL-AHRAR, 9/1). To the Saudi AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT newspaper, he said plainly: 
"We are against entering into any partisan coalitions." Yet, he would like the 
ruling party and Mubarak to unite and form a national unity government (!) to 
put a stop to outbiddings (!) and to realize what the National Party government 
has not been able to achieve: to liquidate what is left of the 23 July 
Revolution accomplishments. 


Suppression of the Left 


As for the suppression of the left and resistance to Nasirist and Marxist 
currents, they are outside the framework of alleged "liberalism." Sirraj-al- 
Din says that the Wafd was, still is and "will always be the party where any 
citizen in Egypt will find a place.'' When the AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI reporter 
asked him whether, for the sake of argument, he would approve the existence 
of a Marxist current within the Wafd, he refused categorically because the 
left is not the same as Marxism! 
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As for Wahid Ra'fat, he speaks the regime's language and is a spokesman for 
the interior minister and reaction everywhere. He said to the AKHBAR AL-YAWM 
reporter in his famous interview (28/1): ‘We absolutely refuse to be a party 
inspired by foreign countries or dependent upon a foreign power. This is 

a totally unacceptable concept." Yet, he is not at all ashamed to declare 

in the same interview and with the same openness his warm welcome of inspir- 
ation and support from the American "friend." 


Free Economy and Wide Open-Door Policy 


"We believe in free economy and economic open-door policy in the interest of 
production, not consumption" (in the regime's language) and Egypt "in the 
"Abd-al-Nasir era was totally closed (AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI, 6/2)" and "I ama 
liberal party in the full sense of the word."’ Thus Sirraj-al-Din summed up 
his economic program. Economy, in his view, is either free or guided, with no 
"in-between." "I am not against the public sector--but what public sector?! 
So I nationalize a pastry shop or a lamp shop or a fava bean stand. What we 
have is not a public sector but anarchy." And, “the movie firm that loses one 
million Egyptian pounds annually, what for? Leave it to the private sector! 
Let the private sector produce films like 'Darb Hawa' [Love Lane] and 'Khamsah 
Abwab' [Five Doors] and other trivial movies flooding the Egyptian market." 
And, "the rent assessment committees that caused the private sector to abstain 
from investing its money in building in order to bring back the good old days 
when every building had a ‘for rent' sign." Naturally, he did not say one 
word about the private sector that had free rein in covering Cairo with luxury 
housing and posted "apartment for sale’’ signs (for thousands of Egyptian 
pounds or dollars), leaving rent for the cemeteries! 


Agricultural Reform Wasted Farmer's Golden Era! 


The pasha denies that they were against agricultural reform, they only had some 


observations! "And, what harm does it do to have a wealthy class in Egypt? 
Ownership does not go beyond 2000 to 3000 feddans! As long as there are 
taxes!"" And, "Does Islam set a limit on ownership? Does Islam provide for 


property seizure? Islamic socialism is a system of taxes and alms. Is it the 
state's job to impoverish the people? Our job is to enrich the poor, not im- 

poverish the rich" (Pasha's interview with AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT newspaper, 2/2). 
These are the exact words of al-Sadat, God rest his soul! 


As for agricultural reform, he feels that it has kindled high prices, taking 
away the farmer's golden age when "3 eggs sold for one piaster and a kilo of 
meat for 50 piasters.'' The pasha forgot that farmers toiled from dawn to dusk 
for 5 piasters a day and tasted "meat and eggs" only from holiday to holiday. 


Whose Party?! 


Nonetheless, the Pasha insists that the Wafd Party was and still is the party 
of all Egyptians. As for his deputy Wahid Ra'fat, he strives for truth and 
scientific accuracy by stating that "we decided from the outset to represent 
national capitalism or, in other words, the bourgeoisie or liberalism" (inter- 
view in AKHBAR AL-YAWM, 18/1). The truth is that these policies, as described 
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by these leaders, have nothing to do with even the interests of "national 
capitalism’ he claims to represent, but everything to do with the same inter- 
ests and agent classes represented by the regime! 


Partiality to American "Friend" 


The Wafd is indeed remembered in its national history for its adoption of a 
neutral position during the Korean war in the fifties, a novel and courageous 
position within the framework of the countries who were still struggling for 
total independence. The new Wafd leaders are exploiting this historic posi- 
tion in order to wind up in the same positions as the regime with regard to 
total partiality to the "American friend," while persisting in raising the 
slogans of neutrality and non-alignment! Sirraj-al-Din, in his reply to a 
question by an AL~AHRAR newspaper reporter (9/1) regarding the Wafd's stance 
toward America, confirmed the Wafd's adherence to the policy of neutrality. 
However, "if the West, America in particular, is giving us considerable help, 
foodstuffs, aid, armament, this is definitely a position of great friendship 
which I cannot ignore in any way. I must share with America such friendship 
and spirit!" "There are other countries who refuse to help me or who impose 
certain conditions; I cannot share with them the same kind of friendship." 
His deputy said the same thing in his interview with AKHBAR AL-YAWM newspaper 
and has not forgotten his incarceration in the fifties during the 'Abd-al-Nasir 
regime "because I warned against plans for Soviet infiltration in Egypt." 

He documented al-Sadat's most significant deeds and merits: ''He saved us 
from Soviet infiltration" and "emotionally we sympathize more with the U.S. 


because we share with it the same sentiments regarding freedoms and demo- 
cracy."’ 


With Camp David 


In an interview with AL-MUSAWWAR (6/1), the pasha wonders with surprise and 
anger about the Camp David affair: "All the reporters ask me about it. I 
do not wish to talk about it now!" As for his deputy, Wahid Ra'fat, he de- 
veloped what his boss only intimated: ''Constant attacks on Camp David has 
become ‘a rejected’ thing. It enabled us to liberate Sinai, something we 
would not have been able to realize without this treaty. As for recognition 
of Israeli, it is a fait accompli, how long can we deny a fait accompli? 
(AKHBAR AL-YAWM) ."’ 


Spurious Liberalism 


The question is whether the Wafd can be resurrected to take upon itself the 
same role it assumed at the turn of the century: a liberal, democratic na- 
tional force and an effective mass organization in the world of today. 


This question in fact goes beyond the Egyptian or Arab arena to include the 
international arena itself. The miracles of growth, progress and industrial 
upturn in several Asian and Latin American countries that chose the road of 
capitalist development, such as the Brazilian, Mexican or South Korean miracle, 
ended in total ruin and bankruptcy and drowned in astronomical debts. Most of 
these countries either turned into bloody agent dictatorships or carry spurious 














liberal fronts that quickly fall in the face of blows and supreme coups, as 
witnessed in Nigeria recently, or in Greece and Turkey before that, or in con- 
fronting armed popular resistance movements, as is the case in most Latin 
American countries. 


Even the non-aligned bloc and the independent countries that were governed 

by radical and more patriotic bourgeoisies and adopted a middle-of-the-road 
or third course, as it was called then, and were able to achieve a measure of 
progress in the fifties and sixties and to establish their presence and ef- 
ficacy in the national and international theatre, fell one after the other, as 
happened in Indonesia, Egypt and others, and were stormed by imperialist ag- 
gression, suffering fragmentation and instability. 


The truth of our day and age is that the local bourgeoisies, who led the 
majority of post-WWII national revolutions and had a chance to breathe and 
progress in the fifties and sixties, are suffocating nowadays under the blows 
of the giant multi-national imperialist companies and the feet of malicious 
imperialism thet is no longer satisfied with anything less than total sub- 
jugation and subservience. It is sufficient to review figures showing tre- 
mendous and alarming differences between the developed world and the developing 
world. The net per capita industrial product in the ceveloped countries in 
1950 was ($445) and went up to $1,160 in 1977, while in the developing countries 
it was $22 in 1950 and $74 in 1977. Add to that the debts that have become a 
bottomless ocean drowning third world countries in a sea of dependency. 


Through this outlook, we can see our past, present and future. For the 
Egyptian bourgeoisie, who emerged at a relatively early date, going back to 

the 18th and early 19th century, was able actually to rise and grow, and found 
some time to implant some democratic traditions and establish the first parlia- 
ment in 1860. However, it soon was seized by two incidents: imperialist or 
western blows since the Muhammad ‘Ali experience, on the one hand, and the mass 
movement and awareness of the rising classes early in the 20th century, on the 
other. Thus, its movement was marked by vacillation, indifference and vulner- 
ability and its worst fear and demon was the mass movement. This explains 

why the bourgeoisie surrendered its rule easily to the January, 1952 fire, 
preferring safety, and why the 23 July revolution suffered a setback and was 
defeated despite the radicalism and progressiveness of some of its leaders. 

So can this bourgeoisie return to establish its liberal democratic system and 
lead the development, progress and modernization process? 


Sadatism Without Sadat 


Sadat and Sadatism offered the absolute answer when attacked by the mass move- 
ment in 1977. He had no recourse but to resort to America and Israel (!) 
quickly abandoning all democratic promises, veils and fronts and turning 

them over to [former interior minister] al-Nabawi Isma'il's nearest police 
station and surrendering the national economy to subjection, bankruptcy and 
ruin. 


Al-Sadat had to go because he was dishonorable. But the agent Egyptian 
bourgeoisie did not give up Sadatism in any way. So when the day comes for the 
old Wafd leaders to join the Sadatist retinue, adopting all of its concepts and 
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slogans, it will not be strange for they are the ones who surrendered Cairo 
to fire before. The Wafd's heritage, struggle and glorious history will 
turn at their hand into a ticket to get to the Sadatist rule. 


One important thing escaped them however. The Wafd, when it was through in the 
fifties, was not just pashas, capitalists and feudal lords who leaned to the 
king. It was a revolutionary heritage and traditions expressed by an entire 
current and leadership represented by the Wafdist vanguard, ‘Aziz Fahmi, Mandur 
and others who faced up to the palace laws and political "allegory" (Wafdist). 
Some of those live on with their heritage in some important locales. Some, 

for example, have converted the Bar Association into an anti-Sadat fortress 

for the sake of democracy and freedom. Some sectors of liberalism and heirs of 
the national and democratic liberal thought have maintained their presence and 
important role. They rejoiced over the return of the Wafd, not to turn it 

over once again to the rule of pashas and feudal lords, but rather [to take] 
their place in the liberation front and wider progress. Our Egypt nowadays is 
at threshhold of a great struggle whose army is the new young forces and the 
great democratic national heritages and its enemy is Sadatism, the "unadulter- 
ated'' Sadatists and "those sent," regardless of the vicious conflicts among 
themselves, backed by the imperialists and the Zionists. 
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IRAQ 


INDUSTRY, MINING SECTOR IN 1983 SURVEYED 
London AL-TADAMUN in Arabic No 41, 21 Jan 84 p 37 


[Article by AL-TADAMUN correspondent in Baghdad: "The Mining and Industry 
Sector in Iraq: Important Developments During 1983 Despite War Conditions" ] 


[Text] Signs of substantial progress in the Iraqi industry and mining 
sector have been embodied in the level of interaction between the 

national economy and the demands imposed by the conditions of war on the 
basis of continuing development on the one hand, and confronting the 
conditions of war on the other. Indeed the Ministry of Industry and 

Mines has recorded during 1983 a growth in production of 6 percent over 
1982, in spite of a clear reduction in the labor used in various operations 
of the ministry because of the participation of the workers at the battle- 
fronts. 


As to the marketing plan, the ministry during 1983 realized an 11 percent 
development compared to 1982. Thus, productivity between the 2 years 
increased 17 percent. 


During 1983 the ministry completed 33 large projects, foremost of which 
were: an electric transformer plant; the expansion of a lightbulb 
factory to include incandescent bulbs, automobile and refrigerator lamps, 
and a new line of flourescent bulbs; a building for the Special Institute 
for Engineering Industries; and a number of housing units connected with 
the industrial projects in a number of provinces. 


Several industrial and technical agreements and contracts were also 

signed with the developed countries and specialized international 
corporations. Among these agreements is a protocol for technical and 
economic cooperation and another with the Soviet Union in the field of 
energy. In addition, an agreement was concluded for expanding the work 

on the industrial plants that the Soviet agencies had carried out. An 
agreement was signed with a specialized international company to implement 
a project for the manufacture of air conditioner motors. A number of 
agreements dealing with the laying of high tension lines to carry electric 
power were also concluded. 
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Research and development activities in 1983 witnessed a tangible 

revival that guaranteed the goals of limiting outlays, putting an end 

to wasteful spending, and ideally investing human energies and other 
materials in order to ensure the raising of the level of production ard 
productivity, concentrating on creating new export opportunities and 

plans and designs to use resources and power, with an increased reliance 
on raw materials and local industries. To this end, a specialized 
committee was formed to improve and develop the industrial product. Like- 
wise, industrial research and development units were introduced into the 
production plants, and plans and programs have been designed that cover 
these activities. These concerns are reflected in the content, the nature 
and the quantity of the progress made regarding the registration of patents 
for new inventions and techniques, some of which have moved to the pre- 
paratory phase for applied industrial uses. 


Likewise, the Iraqi Ministry of Industry and Mines has turned to 
monitoring the problems connected with technology transfer, especially 
in the matters of licenses and patents, technology transfer and tech- 
nical assistance agreements, and acquiring the rights to operational 
techniques, industrial certification and data, since in this regard many 
achievements have been realized, specifically as follows: 


First: There has been a study on the technological methods and pro- 
duction measures with the amim of the ideal exploitation of mechnaical 
power and of production plans and their application in making use of 
local refining materials. 


Second: Remanufacturing from recycled materials and waste products. 


Third: Refashioning of raw material alternatives with what best suits 
and provides the basis for economic utilization. 


Fourth: A group of industrial researchers in the field of sulfur, in 
cooperation with certain departments at Mosul University, has been able 
to arrive at a method of separating tarry materials from the raw sulfur 
and in a highly efficient and less expensive manner. This method has 
just been patented. 
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ISRAEL 


NE'EMAN STRIVES FOR APPROVAL OF 20 SETTLEMENTS 
Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 11 Apr 84 p 3 


[Article by Tova Tzimuki: "Minister Ne'eman Strives for Approval of Estab- 
lishment of 20 More Settlements by the Elections" ] 


[Excerpt] The chairman of the Ministerial Committee for Settlement Affairs, 
Prof Yuval Ne'eman, has recently been doing everything possible to obtain 
the approval of the establishment of 20 more settlements by the elections, 


Within the past 10 days, the Ministerial Committee for Settlement Affairs 
held an unusual third meeting in order to accelerate the pace of the settle- 
ment. After announcing the establishment of four settlements in Samaria a 
week ago, the committee yesterday approved the establishment of seven more 
settlements. 


The settlement ‘Irit will be established after Azarot, a military nucleus 
settlement in northeastern Samaria. At the site of Jaba', northeast of 
Jerusalem, an urban development will be established. In the future this 
settlement will be part of the Jerusalem development on the road to Ramallah. 
The settlement will be part of the Mateh Binyamin Region. ‘Omarim Bet will 
be established in the southern Hebron Mountains. A new settlement will be 
established in the region of Khirbat Zanot in the southern Hebron Mountains. 
A settlement will be established in Bir Malage, north of Qetzi‘ot in the 
Negev. Another settlement in the Negev will be established in Mitzpe ‘Izzuz 
adjacent to the old settlement of Be‘erotayim. 


The Ministerial Committee for Settlement Affairs also approved the expansion 
of two observation sites in the Galilee -- Eshhar and Moreshet. Regarding 
the settlement of ‘Irit, Prof Ne‘eman said that it is a pioneering settle- 
ment in the Samaria region that has not yet been taken over by the settlement 
authorities. 


As an additional election action, yesterday the committee adopted an interim 


report that specifies the form of immediate aid that will be given to set- 
tlers in the Valley who are deep in debt. 
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Only Budgeted Settlements 


This morning the Follow-up Committee of the Ministerial Committee for Settle- 
ment will meet again in order to discuss methods of providing aid to the 
existing settlements. Yesterday Ne*eman denied that the frequent meetings 

of the committee are related to the elections. He said that the committee 

ls approving only the settlements that have been budgeted by the Treasury. 
"Had there been additional budget allocations, I would have approved more 
settlements. We must work within the existing frameworks," said the minister. 
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ISRAEL 


SETTLEMENT COMMITTEE SESSION STORMY 
Tel Aviv HA‘ARETZ in Hebrew 12 Apr 84 p 2 


[Article by Gideon Allon: "With the Slamming of the Door, Weitz Leaves the 
Meeting of the Ministerial Committee on Settlement” ] 


[Text] A stormy argument erupted yesterday at a joint meeting of the Minis- 
terial Committee for Settlement Affairs, the cabinet, and the Zionist Organi- 
zation when the head of the Settlement Division, Prof Ra‘anan Weitz, sought 
to protest the approval of the establishment of a long list of new settle- 
ments in Judea, Samaria, and the Gaza Strip by the time of the elections to 
the llth Knesset. 


Tempers flared already at the opening of the meeting when Prof Weitz read 
aloud a letter that he had presented to the chairman of the committee, 
Minister Yuval Ne‘eman: “As a senior member of the committee, I have come to 
protest vigorously the conduct and content of the ‘ast three meetings. I 
cannot take part in a settlement ‘grab’, the entire purpose of which is to 
establish political facts. I have come to express my strong opposition to 
the establishment of Jewish settlements in the heart of regions that are 
densely populated with Arabs, something which is contrary to the aspiration 
for peace and which is likely to lead to a binational state that means the 
end of the Zionist dream." 


The committee chairman, Minister Ne*eman, was angered by the comments of 
Prof Weitz. He accused him of cunningly using his right to speak for political 
purposes. Ne'eman said that Prof Weitz committed a disgusting act. 


At the conclusion of Minister Ne‘eman's response, Prof Weitz said: "I belong 
to a minority view on the committee. This is the only democratic way in 
which I can express my dissatisfaction over the manner in which you are 
approving the establishment of new settlements.” Afterwards, he rose and 
with the slamming of the door, he left the meeting. Minister Ne‘eman tried 
to strike from the record the exchange that took place between him and Prof 
Weitz. 
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Approval In Principle 


Afterwards, a stormy argument again erupted when the chairman of the committee 
sought to present for approval the establishment of two new settlements in 
Samaria: Neriya and Ya'arit that would be established on private initiative 
by private investors. The representative of the Ministry of Justice, 

Ms Peliya Albek, director of the Civil Department, expressed sharp opposition 
to the approval of the establishment of these settlements. She explained 
that there is a problem regarding the ownership of the land at the locations 
designated for the establishment of these two settlements because there is a 
claim that they were owned by Arab residents of Israel until 1967, and their 
heirs have appealed the decision to establish settlements in this area. She 
proposed that the approval be deferred until the completion of the legal 
investigation of the ownership of the land. 


The deputy minister of agriculture, MK Mikhael Dekel, attacked her sharply 
and maintained that her request to defer the establishment of the settlements 
stems from political considerations. He proposed that a vote be taken, but 
Ms Albek pointed out to him that he is ineligible to vote (only the ministers 
and members of the Zionist leadership are eligible to vote in the Ministerial 
Committee). 


Upon the intervention of the head of the Settlement Division, Matti Drobles, 
it was decided to approve in principle the establishment of the settlements 
ot Neriya and Ya‘arit pending the legal investigation that is to be con- 
cluded within 2 to 3 weeks. 


It is known that today Matti Drobles will meet with Minister of Finance 
Yigael Cohen-Orgad in order to finalize the budgetary details and the funding 
sources for the establishment of the settlements. 
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ISRAEL 


STANDARD OF LIVING DESCRIBED 
Tel Aviv HA‘ARETZ in Hebrew 11 Apr 84 p 9 


[Article by Leah Porat: "Who Said That the Standard of Living in Israel Is 
High?" ] 


[Text] Many of us have been living for years with a feeling of unforgivable 
guilt that our standard of living is too high -- not only in relation to our 
incomes but also in comparison with other developed countries. This feeling 
has been instilled in us mainly by Israeli politicians, but friends from 
abroad have also contributed to it in no small measure. When I visited 
England several months ago, I was asked in conversations with friends about 
the salary scales and prices in Israel. Those with whom I talked made a 
rapid calculation and concluded that the salaries in Israel are one-third to 
one-half lower than those in Britain and that the prices in Israel are tens 
of percent higher than those in Britain. Nevertheless, “you Israelis” have 
a higher standard of living than the British. The proof is the large number 
of Israelis who visit Britain. 


The feeling was uncomfortable and has stayed with me ever since. After all, 
it is unpleasant to appear in the world as parasites who are living at the 
expense of others. I decided to study the matter. I contacted the Central 
Bureau of Statistics, the Bank of Israel, and the Institute of Labor Produc- 
tivity and Production. From the statistics that were given to me (some of 
which are published here), a picture emerges that is completely different 
from that seen by many. Although the salaries in Israel are low in comparison 
with the Common Market countries and the United States, the prices of some 

of the products in Israel are higher, but -- in keeping with this, the 
standard of living in Israel is one of the lowest in the western world. 


1.5 Breadwinners 


From the table of hourly wages, it is evident that Israel is ranked lowest 
among all the countries of Europe, the United States, and Canada. Although 
the monthly hours worked in each country have not been included here, it 

does not have much importance. As was explained to me, the custom of moon- 
lighting and also playing the stock market are common in many countries. 
Nevertheless, from the statistics of the Central Bureau of Statistics, it can- 
not be concluded that the Israeli works more hours per month than his counter- 
part in the countries that are used for comparison. 
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Worker‘s Hourly Wages in the Clothing and Transport Conveyances Fields in 
1980 (in Dollars) 








Country Clothing Transport Conveyances 
United States 5.7 14.5 
Canada 5.3 11.V 
Japan 3.0 6e/ 
Belgium 8.5 15.2 
France 6.6 10.5 
Germany 8.6 15.0 
Italy 6.3 8.7 
Holland 8.6 12.2 
Sweden 10.4 12.8 
Britain 4.6 8.0 
Israel 2.2 3.7 
Hong Kong 1.2 ee 
Korea 0.7 1.6 
Taiwan 1.0 1./ 
Dennark 8.4 11.0 
Norway 8.8 ee 
Spain 4.0 7.1 
Switzerland ee o° 


Table from the Publication PIRYON HA'AVODAH VEHAYETZUR BEYISRAEL BEPERSPECTIVA 
BAYN LE*UMLT [Labor Productivity and Production in Israel in the International 
Perspective], October 1983 


The tollowing statistics of the Central Bureau of Statistics support this view: 
a) In a family of wage earners, the average number of breadwinners is 1.5. 

Here it must be remembered that while in Israel women comprised 3/7 percent of 
the civilian work force in 1982, in most of the other countries, the percentage 
of women was higher -- 38 to 46 percent (except for Italy with 34 percent and 
Belgium with 37 percent, like Israel). It cannot be assumed from this that 

the number of breadwinners per family in the other countries is smaller. 

b) In a family of wage earners, the wage constitutes 90 percent of the income, 
that is to say, only 10 percent of the income is from other sources. Even if 
we ignore the possibility that also in the other countries there is additional 
income and we add this 10 percent to the salary of the Israeli, this has no 
Significant effect on the fact that wages in Israel are the lowest in the 
western world. 


The Expensive Israel 


In regard to the prices of consumer goods, it is useful to consider the sta- 
tistics in a study by the Bank of Israel of the work days required for the 
purchase of durable goods. Israel, of course, ranks at the top. The Israeli 
who travels is very knowledgeable about the prices in foreign countries. He 
knows that in terms of dollars, many products in foreign countries are less 
expensive, from electrical and electronic appliances to automobiles. Clothing 














also is less expensive, and even considerably so, in a number of the countries 
of Europe than in Israel. In regard to food, except for a small number of 
basic food commodities, many food products are cheaper or have the same price 
as in Israel. Housing costs in foreign countries are generally not lower 

than in Israel, but it seems to me that they are also not higher. As such, 

in total terms, the price levels in foreign countries are lower than in Israel. 


Work Days Required for the Purchase of Durable Goods in 1979 (according to a 
study by Yehuda Manzali of the Bank of Israel) 








Country Work Days Required for the Purchase of the 

Product 

Washing 

Refrigerator Machine Automobile 
Israel 57 37 679 
Germany 8 17 187 
Norway 8 9 107 
Canada 7 8 97 
United States 9 6 
Italy 13 8 211 
Denmark 8 7 157 
Finland 23 19 314 
Britain 23 ll 223 


Optical Mistakes 


In regard to the standard of living in Israel, a few prefatory comments are 
in order before considering the tables. The myth that the Israeli has a 
high standard of living is also based on, among other things, optical mistakes. 
The most common mistake concerns the travels of the Israeli abroad. It is 
true that in recent years, several hundreds of thousands of residents of the 
State have made annual trips abroad. However, beyond the fact that the 
figure represents a total of 10 percent of the population, it must be re- 
membered that in most of the countries throughout the world when a citizen 
seeks a change of atmosphere, he often remains within the borders of his 
country. In little Israel, the citizens do not have many places to which to 
travel. This is not to speak of the abundance of "psychological" reasons 
for the Israeli to seek a little "rest" from his country and to go abroad. 


Another optical mistake concerns the living conditions in Israel. It is 
sufficient to look at several statistics that were published in 1982. These 
indicate that while in Israel apartments with four or more rooms constitute 
29 percent of the total number of apartments, in Holland they represent 

67 percent and in Norway 84 percent. 


There are several criteria for determining the standard of living in a country. 
One of them is personal per capita consumption in a common currency. It is 
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understood that there is a reservation here that the level of prices is dif- 
ferent im each country. Nevertheless, these statistics contain more than an 
indication if we take into account that as of today in all of the Common 
Market countries, the prices are similar. Likewise, it has already been 
pointed out that the level of prices in Israel is higher. If despite the 
high prices, the Israelis spend less money than the other countries, there 
can only be one conclusion: The Israelis’ standard of living is lower. One 
can see from the statistics in the table that only in Spain and Greece is the 
per capita consumption lower than in Israel. 


Personal Per Capita Consumption in Dollars in Various Countries in 1982* 


Country Annual Per Capita Consumption in Dollars 
France 6800 
Germany 6300 
Italy 4O0U 
Greece 2150 
Sweden 6260 
Switzerland 10170 
Spain 3250 
Britain 5150 
United States 8650 
Israel 36V00 


lt must be remembered that the rate of exchange in comparison with the local 
purchasing power tends to move downward in countries like Israel and upwards 
in countries like the United States. Therefore, the real gap is somewhat 

less than that indicated in the table, but the differences are still greater. 


Not Higher Than the Stomach 


Another way to determine the standard of living in each country is to compare 
the rate ot prestigious products belonging to the citizens of the country. 

Uur table shows statistics for the number of automobiles tor every 1,UUU 
people in various countries. The statistics will certainly surprise all those 
who, at the sight of the automobiles that crowd the roads in Israel, think 
that Israel is one of those countries in which there are a large number of 
automobiles. 





*These statistics are based on a United Nations publication, MONTHLY BULLETIN 
OF STATISTICS, February 1984. The publication provides the statistics for 
national consumption in the aforementioned countries. The statistics are 
divided by the population in each country to obtain the per capita consumption. 
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Number of Automobiles Per 1,000 People in 1978 


Country Number of Automobiles Per 1,000 People in 1978 
Australia 475 
Austria 272 
Belgium 302 
Canada 410 
Denmark 219 
Finland 235 
France 327 
Germany 346 
Greece 79 
Iceland 339 
Italy 300 
Holland 288 
New Zealand 395 
Norway 282 
Portugal 118 
Sweden 345 
Britain 262 
United States 526 
Yugoslavia 85 
Turkey 39 
Israel in 1982 126 


It is possible that even after reading this article, there will be someone 

who will say: It is possible that our standard of living is low in comparison 
with other countries, but in relation to our wages, our outlay is considerable. 
So, if one compares the level of income and expenditures in Israel with the 
level of income and expenditures in other countries, it can be proven that 

the ratio in Israel is not different than that in the other countries. This 

is perhaps not a “scientific" finding, but it gives an indication that refutes 
the prevalent belief that we are “jumping higher than the stomach." 


The solution to our economic problems apparently will not be found in the 
reduction of the standard of living but rather elsewhere. Economists have 
long Known this. It is also noteworthy that even "the little man" knows this 
and will not torture himself over the fact that he wants to be like all the 
other nations. Of course, he is far from the goal. 


The following were interviewed for the purpose of preparing this article: 
Amos Rubin of the Bank of Israel, assistant to the governor; Reuven Karsha'i 
of the Central Bureau of Statistics, and Gideon Burstein, also from the 
Central Bureau of Statistics. 
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ISRAEL 


BRIEFS 


MOSAD MAN FOR TERRITORIES POST--Shmuel Goren, a senior official in the 
Institute for Intelligence and Special Missions, has been appointed coordi- 
nator of activities in the territories, replacing Brigadier General Binyamin 
Ben-Eliezer who resigned in order to devote himself to political activity. 
Shmuel Goren held one of the most senior positions in the "Mosad." He 
worked many years in the Mosad and headed many secret operations. Goren, 50, 
was in the Haganah in his youth. He joined the IDF in 1948 and was wounded 
in the battles of Latrun and the Negev. In the IDF, Goren served in various 
positions including the IDF attache in Washington. He will shortly assume 
his new position in which he has been on loan from the Mosad. His appoint- 
ment was confirmed after a series of deliberations on the various candidates 
for the position. [By Eitan Haber and Roni Shaked] [Text] [Tel Aviv YEDI'OT 
AHARONOT in Hebrew 12 Apr 84 p 1] 5830 
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SYRIA 


BRIEFS 


LEBANESE CITRUS PURCHASES--The Syrian government has agreed in principle 

to purchase this year's Lebanese citrus harvest. The Amal Movement 
president, Nabih Birri, raised this topic with Syrian officials during 

his visit to the Syrian capital recently as Syrian support for the farmers 
of south Lebanon. The Syrian side demonstratdd a positive stance and 
promised to send a commercial delegation to Beirut to discuss the details 
for the import operation. It was mentioned in this context that Mr Birri 
had previously directed sharp criticism at the Lebanese officials for their 
ignorance of the problem of disposing of the citrus crop in the south 

and the exhibition of waste as a result of Israeli competition and, 
subsequently, as a result of the Israeli practices that try to prevent 

the harvesting of the citrus crop in the south. [Text] [London AL-TADAMUN 
in Arabic No 41, 21 Jan 84 p 41] 9614 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


COMMERCIAL LOAN REPAYMENTS QUESTIONED 


Al-Sharigah AL-KHALIJ in Arabic 4 Feb 84 p 6 


[Text] Informed banking sources have estimated the volume of loans and 
banking facilitations that were granted to businessmen and investors in 
the state, whose payments are arrears for the third year running, to be 
in the billions of dirhams. 


These sources told AL-KHALIJ that the continuation of economic stagnation 
in the country has increased the proportion of possibly uncollectible 
bank loans to more than 30 percent of the total of loans made, as opposed 
to a rate of around 15 percent during the first half of last year. 


The sources blamed this on the exaggerated assessments of assets belonging 
to those making use of banking facilitations during the economic upturn 

at the end of the 1970s and the beginning of the 1980s, whether the assets 
were in the form of real estate or investments or stocks. 


The sources themselves stressed that the commercial banks during recent 
months have undertaken to reschedule the loans granted to businessmen 
now incapable of repayment, in an attempt to aid them in getting through 
this critical period, in hopes of an improvement in the general economic 
climate. 


The action of rescheduling the debts, in which matter the banks were left 
with no choice anyway, may lead to an exacerbation of the bank loan 
crisis and make it more complicated, especially as there are no signs 

on the horizon of the apperance of a world economic recovery and, con- 
sequently, any rise in the world demand for the oil that counts as the 
principal source of national revenues. This is in addition to the con- 
tinuation of the stagnation of the commercial sector owing to the 

effect of reexport activity. 


They also pointed out the dangers of accumulating interest on the loans, 
knowing that a large portion of these loans are being charged high rates 
of interest and this has increased the proportion of loans of dubitable 


recovery. 











They said that the ideal solution to this crisis would be to compel the 
commercial banks to reschedule these loans on the basis of easy interest 
rates until the occurance of an economic revitalization, or to grant a 

period in which no interest on the facilitations granted would be 
Cuui ped. 


They pointed out that neglecting this problem will have a singularly nega- 
tive impact upon all borrowers and banks and upon the entire banking 
system. 


They said that the notable increase in the number of cases brought by the 
banks against their customers in the courts in recent months represents 
an important indication that the bank loan issue has reached an extremely 
volatile phase. 


9614 
CSO: 4404/377 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


BRIEFS 


FOREIGN, ARAB LABOR STATISTICS--The number of laborers in industrial 
plants in the UAE has reached 15,305. This was revealed in a report 
prepared by one of the specialized agencies on the problems afflicting 
the industrial establishments in the country. The report explained that 
there are 208 UAE citizens working in the plants, among whom are 124 mana- 
gers, 23 technicians, and 61 laborers. At the same time, there are 1,838 
Arabs working in the industrial plants, among whom 544 are managers, 572 
are technicians, and 622 are laborers. The report also stated that there 
are 13,359 Asians employed in the state's industrial plants, among whom 
1,268 are supervisers, 3,126 are technicians, and 8,965 are laborers. 

At the same time, there are 538 people of other nationalities employed 

in the plants, among whom 310 are administrators, 120 are technicians, 
and 108 are laborers. The report indicated that the number of industrial 
plants in the state has reached 271: 87 in Dubayy, 55 in Abu Dhabi, 93 
in al-Shariqah, 16 in Ra's al-Khaymah, 9 in ‘Ajman and al-Fujayrah and 

2 in Umm al-Qaywayn. The report also said that there are 115 industrial 
plants among these that have 100-percent national ownership, while 

83 plants are 5l-percent or more capitalized through shared stock. With 
respect to the industrial plants 100 percent Gulf-woned, there are 5 such 
plants. The Gulf plants that are at least 49-percent joint stock partici- 
pation number 9. There are 21 100-percent Arab-owned plants; 12 plants 
are at least 49-percent shared stock. There are 12 100-percent foreign- 
owned industrial plants; 14 plants are at least 49-percent joint stock 
participation. [Text] [Al-Shariqah AL-KHALIJ in Arabic 24 Jan 84 p 2] 
9614 
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IRAN 


EXTENT OF ECONOMIC COOPERATION WITH TURKEY ANNOUNCED 


Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 2 May 84 p 22 


[Interview with Prime Minister Mir Hoseyn Musavi; date and place not specified] 


[Text] Engineer Musavi: We reached 
Significant agreements in our negotiations with 
the prime minister and officials of Turkey 
regarding economic issues. 


Turgut Uzal : Our greatest hope is that the 
war between Iran and Iraq will end and Turkey 
is willing to do anything in its power in this 
regard. 


Turgut Uzal , the prime minister of Turkey, 
who was in the Islamic Republic of Iran at the 
head of a high ranking political and economic 
delegation, left Tehran for Ankara yesterday 
morning after a three day stay and was seen off 
by Prime Minister Mir Hoseyn Musavi, Minister 
of Heavy Industries Behzad Nabavi, and several 
officials of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 


Our country. 


During his stay in Tehran, the prime minister of Turkey visited 
the great industrial facilities and factories, met with the high 
ranking officials of our country and discussed with them current 
issues as well as relations between the two countries. 


Following the departure of the aforementioned delegation, 
Engineer Musavi said in an interview: I do not think it is 
necessary to talk about the cultural and Islamic history of 
Turkey and Iran. We have had an uprising in the name of Islam 
and a very important goal of the foreign policy of the Islamic 
Republic is to get closer to Muslim nations and Islamic 
countries, especially since this closeness enriches the Islamic 
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countries and assures them that they can stand on their own feet 
and resolve their problems. 


He said: In the negotiations between the two sides, various 
political topics in addition to the war were discussed and we 
explained our views. However, the major portion of the talks 
centered around economic issues, on which we reached significant 
agreements. 


He added: Next year, Turkey will purchase 6 million tons of oil 
from us. 


Engineer Musavi added: The volume of exchange between the two 
countries on the basis of the signed agreements will be about 
$2.2 billion and both sides are negotiating to increase this 
volume to a predetermined level. 


He pointed out: Of the total volume of trade between the two 
countries, $758 million involves Iranian purchases from Turkey, 
$200 million involves the cost of the transportation of goods and 
$200 million involves the sale of Iranian oil to Turkey. 


He expressed hope that next year these negotiations will be 
useful in expanding relations between the two countries and will 
facilitate future steps. 


Following the statements of Engineer Musavi, the prime minister 
of Turkey said in a brief statement: Economic and commercial 
relations between Turkey and Iran, as in the past, are expanding 
and in the new agreement, efforts have been made to increase the 
volume of trade between the two countries. He added: On the 
basis of the new agreement, in addition to the sale of Turkish 
goods to Iran, which includes several new items such as iron and 
Sugar, it has been projected that next year about $200 million 
Will be spent on the transportation of goods. 


He emphasized that the volume of trade between the two countries 
will total approximately $2.8 billion, while Turkey will purchase 
about 6 million tons of oil from Iran. 


Uzal then said: During the visit of the Turkish economic 
delegation to Iran, negotiations also took place regarding 
industrial and technological cooperation between the two 
countries. 


He emphasized that his country supports this kind of cooperation 
with Iran. 


In conclusion, he said: Our greatest hope is that the war 
between Iran and Irag will end and Turkey is willing to do 
anything in its power in this regard. 


According to this report, the prime minister of Turkey invited 
Engineer Musavi, the prime minister of our country, to visit 
Turkey. 
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IRAN 


IRAN-INDIA TRADE TO REACH 200 MILLION DOLLARS 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 5 May 84 p 3 


[Interview with Minister of Commerce Ja'fari by CENTRAL NEWS UNIT 
correspondent in New Delhi; date not specified] 


[Text] It has been settled that a decision 
should be made concerning the purchase of 
Indian jeeps. 


The minister of commerce of our country 
expressed hope that the negotiations between 
Iran and India wiil achieve desired results. 


According to a report by the CENTRAL NEWS UNIT 
from New Delhi, following the signing of an 
industrial-commercial agreement between Iran 
and India, the volume of commercial trade 
between the two countries will increase to $200 
million. 


Last night, with the signing of an agreement between the two 
countries at the end of the commercial and industrial 
negotiations between the Islamic Republic of Iran and India, 
Ja'fari, the minister of commerce of our country, participated in 
an exclusive interview in this regard with the correspondent of 
the CENTRAL NEWS UNIT in New Delhi and responded to his 
questions. In this interview, Ja'fari referred to the visit of 
the commercial and industrial delegation of our country to India 
and the negotiations with the officials of this country which 
took place within the framework of attaining the foreign trade 
goals of our country and said: Within the framework of economic 
and trade relations, we wanted an agreement on the basis of which 
we could expand our relations with India in the industrial and 
commerce sector. He added: Compared to last year, during which 
the volume of our trade with India was $75 million, we project 
that this year, the volume of trade will increase to a figur2 
somewhat less than $200 million. The minister of commerce then 
referred to the technological advances of India as well as the 
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improvement in the quality of goods and added: This issue helped 
us strengthen our economic and commercial relations with India. 
In this connection, we signed an agreement with the minister of 
commerce of this country. 


The minister of commerce said in regards to the non-petroleum 
exports of our country to India: Certain negotiations took place 
and items were suggested and the Indian side declared its 
willingness to provide the necessary facilities in this area. 


In the area of heavy and light industries, certain negotiations 
took place which have been included in the agreement. In 
connection with the unassembled parts of Indian jeeps, 
considering the reports provided by the Ministry of Industries 
concerning the improvement in the quality of this item, it was 
determined that this issue should be reconsidered and a decision 
in regards to their purchase should be made. 


References were made in this agreement to smelting, boilers for 
electrical power stations, and the production of engine parts and 
market machinery as well. Concerning the textile industries, the 
minister of commerce said: The modernization of textile 
industries and the transfer of technology from India to Iran will 
take place. The designing and planning of small industries and 
agricultural and rural industries were also given attention. 
Referring to the cooperation between the two countries in the 
area of agricultural side industries and the exchang: of 
technicians between the two countries, he said: Negotiations 
took place in the area of railroads as well and it was decided 
that in training and the transfer of technology, cooperation 
would be reestablished between the two countries and the spare 
parts needed and agreed to by the Islamic Republic of Iran in 
terms of quality would be purchased from this country. 


Also, in this interview, referring to the Indian iron ore, 
("kudurumukh"), the minister of commerce said: The first results 
of the negotiations were postponed until the arrival of a 
delegation from India to Iran and in three cases concerning the 
cost of transporting iron ore and loans, useful negotiations took 
place. In conclusion, he expressed hope that these negotiations 
and their outcomes will be in the interests of both countries. 


10,000 
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IRAN 


NARCOTIC CONVICTS, ADDICTS COMPRISE MAJORITY OF PRISONERS 


Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 6 May 84 p 4 


[Article: "Narcotic Convicts, Addicts Reportedly Compromise Two Thirds of 
Prisoners" ] 


[Text] Tabriz: Colonel Samimi, the chief of 
police of the Islamic Republic of Iran, arrived 
in Tabriz to visit and inspect the Police 
Departments of Eastern Azarbaijan Province and 
to participate in the opening ceremonies of the 
Garmi Moghan border area before noon on 
Wednesday. 


Upon arriving in Tabriz, he met and spoke with Ayatollah 
Malakuti, the representative of the imam in Azarbaijan and Friday 
imam of Tabriz. 


On this visit, referring to the efforts and self-sacrifice of the 
Police Department personnel of the Islamic Republic of Iran in 
protecting the gains of the Islamic Revolution, Ayatollah 
Malakuti said: Today, by the blessing of the Islamic revolution, 
the distance created during the time of the tyrant between the 
armed forces and the people has been eliminated and the army, the 
Police Department and the gendarmerie have a place in the 
people's hearts. 


In continuing his statements, he expressed contentment concerning 
the situation of the Police Departments of Eastern Azarbaijan 
Province and considered security in the society necessary to the 
attainment of economic, political and social independence. He 
asked the military and law enforcement agencies to make more of 
an effort than ever before to establish order and security in the 


society. 


At the end of this visit, in an interview with the correspondent 
of the IRNA, the chief of police of the Islamic Republic of Iran 
explained the aims of his visit to Eastern Azarbaijan Province in 
regards to the actions and programs of the Police Department to 
eliminate the smuggling of narcotics and said: For this purpose, 
a headquarters has been established in the Ministry of the 
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Interior and the capital of the Province which engages in serious 
activities with complete coordination. 


Then, referring to the treacherous role of global oppression in 
distributing narcotics in Iran and stating that in border areas 
in the east of the country, we have come across cases in which 
narcotics were imported into and distributed throughout the 
country free of charge, he stressed the closure of the borders of 
the country and the decisive treatment of the smugglers by the 
judicial branch. He added: Thus far, border regiments have been 
organized by the gendarmerie and through the expansion of these 
regiments, important steps will be taken to prevent the entry of 
narcotics. 


Also considering that at the present time, two-thirds of the 
prisoners of the country consist of those convicted for smuggling 
narcotics and addicts, we have in mind to create an appropriate 
place to keep these prisoners. 


In the conclusion of this interview, referring to the point that 
there is also a plan being implemented by the welfare 
Organization to treat and rehabilitate the addicts, he emphasized 
the role of the mass media in alerting the people of the 
detrimental effects of narcotics. 


10,000 
CSO: 4640/220 
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TRAN 


PRESIDENT DISCUSSES POLITICAL ISSUES DURING NAVAL BASE VISIT 


Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 8 May 84 p 3 


[Text] Nowshahr, ETTELA'AT correspondent: Hojjat ol-Eslam 
Seyyed 'Ali Khamene'i, the president and head of the Supreme 
Council of Defense, arrived in Nowshahr yesterday accompanied by 
the commanders of the air and naval forces and Mir Salim, the 
head advisor to the president, to visit the northern cities of 
the country and to hold discussions with the local authorities. 
He was welcomed by Mr Majdara, the governor general, governors, 
lieutenant governors, military and law enforcement commanders, 
Clerics, Friday and congregational imams of Kaldarasht, Chalus, 
Nowshahr, and also Minister of Agriculture Dr Zali, Minister of 
Energy Ghafurifard, Minister of the [Reconstruction] Crusade 
Zangeneh, and several members of the families of martyrs. 


Upon his arrival, after the welcoming ceremonies and the 
reviewing of the honor guard, the president described the aim of 
his trip to the Province of Mazandaran as a visit with the 
martyr-nurturing people of this region. 


In connection with the situation of Iran in the international 
court at the Hague, he said: The revolutionary nation of Iran 
will neither submit to nor accept any of the imposed 
international policies. 


He added: We have certain issues at the arbitration court and we 
expect the arbitration to be objective. If it is not objective, 
we will make our own decisive decision. 


Then, the president and his companions arrived at the Nowshahr 
naval base to participate in the ceremonies promoting the first 
year students of the academy of naval sciences. 

Increased Competence of the Navy 

After the ceremonies and the taking of oaths by the new students 


of the Navy, the president made a speech to the gathering and 
said: The establishment of the naval academy must be considered 
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One of the successes of the revolution and I conyratulate all of 
you students, the cadre which prepared this center and all the 
authorities of the Navy of the Islamic Republic of Iran for this 
success. The coinciding of this day with the birthday of the 
leader of the martyrs, Imam Hoseyn, is an especially blessed 
coincidence. 


He added: You young people and students must do your utmost and 
you administrators and faculty must try sincerely and to the best 
of your ability to define this launching pad towards self- 
sufficiency. Our military today is on the scene of self- 
Sacrifice and struggle. It is not merely a name but a reality, 
which has been able through its bravery to attract the attention 
of all the people who are interested in the issues of Iran. Our 
Navy acts orecisely contrary to the wishes and hones of the 
global colonialists. But our Navy must become even more 
competent, as competent as possible, because, one day, in the 
seas and coasts of the Islamic Republic of Iran, a force must be 
established which the pirates who have come to this region from 
distant parts of the world to create havoc under the pretext of 
being military forces will come to fear. 


Coercion of the Superpowers 


He said: The great global powers today imagine the scene is open 
for coercion and aggression. What justifiable reason can be 
found for the U.S., Soviet and French battleships to come to the 
Sanctuary of the countries of the region from thousands of km 
away and to build up their presence? They claim that they are 
oresent in the sensitive centers of the world to protect their 
basic interests. I ask, what interest do you have in these 
regions which are more important than the interests of the people 
of the region? Our revolution has stood up against these 
aggressions and will continue to do so. You children of the 
Iranian nation, the personnel of the Navy and all the students of 
this center must prepare yourselves for this serious 
confrontation. The brave and self-sacrificing combatants of this 
nation have attracted the attention of people of the world. I 
Say, greetings to the military of the Islamic Republic and other 
armed forces who defend the interests of the people everywhere. 
Oh forces, Know that the people everywhere are behind you. 


After granting the promotions to the graduates of the naval 
academy of the city of Nowshahr, Mr Khamene'i visited the various 
parts of the college and the student dormitory. The ceremonies 
ended at 11:30 yesterday morning. 


Visit to the Neka' Power Station 


Continuing his visit to the northern cities of the country, 
President Hojjat o]-Eslam Seyyed 'Ali Khamene'i attended a 
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gathering of the employees of Neka' power station yesterday and, 
in a speech, praised the work of the employees of this power 
station in its reoperation and said: Everything done today in 
this country in the areas of reconstruction, development, welfare 
and purging is, in fact, a holy war on the path of God, and you 
who are engaged in the sensitive, delicate and important task of 
providing electrical energy are in fact carrying out a part of 
this great, sacred war and are considered among the members of 
God's army and divine force. He added: Concerning the work that 
you do, you must increase it both quantitatively and 
qualitatively. None of us must forget that divine blessing will 
come to all of us who do the task conferred upon us well. In 
conclusion, the president pointed out that the nation is unitedly 
taking steps to reconstruct this country, and added: Today, by 
divine virtue, the authorities of the country have the support of 
the people and all together manage this country. This 
cooperation and love is something of value and we must take 
advantage of the sincerity which exists and work for our people 
as much as possible and more unitedly. 


The President in Sari 


Mr Seyyed 'Ali Khamene'i, the president, who is visiting the 
northern cities of the country at the head of a delegation of the 
authorities of our country, arrived in Sari yesterday at noon and 
was welcomed by the military and civil authorities, the Friday 
imam, clerics and martyrs' families. 


Mr Khamene'i immediately left Sari for Martyr Salimi "Neka'" 
power station and in a gathering of the employees and workers of 
this power station and, praising their hard work, he made a 
speech. 


In continuing his trip to Mazandaran Province yesterday afternoon 
President Hojjat ol-Eslam Seyyed 'Ali Khamene'i, after visiting 
the facilities and equipment of the Martyr Salimi (Neka') power 
station and making a speech in the gathering of the employees of 
this power station, left for Sari and spoke in detail at a 
gathering of the self-sacrificing people of this city. 


According to the dispatched IRNA correspondent, the president, at 
a gathering of the people, stated that the people of Mazandaran 
Province have been most active in connection with the problems of 
the imposed war as far as sending forces and the reconstruction 
of war-stricken areas and have supported the fronts with their 
warm feelings and interest, and said: The policy makers of 
global oppression have not yet been able to evaluate the regime 
of the Islamic Republic of Iran. In fact, what occurs in our 
Islamic country cannot be understood in terms of the political 
Calculations of the world. One common and sincere aspect of the 
Islamic Republic which is incomprehensible to the global policy 
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makers is the fact that the regime of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran is a popular one. 


Mr Khamene'i said: In fact, there is no regime in the world in 
which the relations between the people and the governing regime 
are like the sincere relations between you and the divine regime 
of the Islamic Republic. The foreign politicians have been 
astonished at how the people of the Islamic Republic consider the 
regime their own. That is why this regime, which is based on the 
love of the people, is so resistant to global conspiracies and 
shall be invincible. Fortunately, throughout the country, in the 
cities and villages, the people are fond of it and enthusiastic 
and eager for Islam, the Koran and its serving authorities. 


The president stated: Another point to be mentioned is that it 
is within the society that, by the grace of God and with the 
blessing of the presence of the people, the authorities of the 
Islamic Republic have been able to attain significant progress in 
all the social sectors of the regime. Of course, in this regard, 
we do not claim that in the course of five years since the 
revolution we have been able to achieve our goals completely, but 
in all areas and events which have occurred to harm the 
revolution, we have been successful and the movement of the 
regime of the Islamic Republic has been very significant compared 
to the destruction of before the revolution. These numerous 
advancements are due to you, the people. 


Mr Khamene'i said: The regime of the Islamic Republic of Iran is 
Stable today on the global political scene. In fact, there has 
been nothing thus far that global oppression has been able to do 
against Iran which it has not done. Economic embargoes, evil- 
intentioned propaganda, the strengthening of the enemy, and 
provoking our neighbors, forcing them to invade Iran, are clear 
examples of these problems, all of which the Islamic Republic has 
been able, through reliance on the people and with God's help, to 
neutralize. In connection with agricultural week, Mr Khamene'i, 
pointing out that all agricultural resources are available in the 
fertile Province of Mazandaran, said: The most important issue 
is the issue of agriculture. In this regard, agricultural 
programs must be pursued by the government and authorities in the 
fields and areas which have potential. Now that we want to be 
independent of the Eastern and Western countries in all areas, we 
must not be dependent on them for bread and rice. We must 
orovide the food of the people within the country and in this 
area, we can feed the people by the bounty that exists in the 
country. 


One of the greatest and most valuable services in which the 
governinent and the nation can cooperate is for the governinent to 
carry out plans for agriculture and for the farmers to implement 
them, cultivating the land which is good for cultivation. In 
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fact, if we want to achieve total victory, we must keep the hands 
of the great powers from our country. The first step is to stand 
On our own feet and be self-sufficient. In connection with the 
imposed war, the president said: It is a fact that before the 
war reaches victory and the nation strengthens the foundation of 
the revolution through victory in the war, the superpowers will 
not allow us to breathe easily. If this war ends in peace, they 
will impose another war on Iran. Hence, this war must end in 
total victory and the authorities must end the battle most 
carefully and with maximum power. This is being done at the 
present time and this war will soon end. Therefore, the people 
must begin the reconstruction programs from now. In conclusion, 
he added: Those who have gathered here and who have lost some 
dear ones must know that if it were not for the blood of their 
young people, if they had not engaged in self-sacrifice, today, 
nothing would remain of the Islamic Republic, the revolution, and 
Iran, because nothing achieves victory without the selflessness 
and self-sacrifice of the people. 


10,000 
CSO: 4640/231 
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IRAN 


ARTICLE REPORTS ON SMUGGLING ACTIVITIES IN SOUTHERN PORTS 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 13 May 84 p 18 


[Excerpts] Each time the waves of the Persian 
Gulf reach the smooth northern coasts, they 
take along several of the men of Deylam Port 
with the temptation of an abundant income. The 
whirlvool of "smuggling," which, by extension, 
joins the old Deylam Port to the sheikdoms of 
the southern coasts of the Persian Gulf, has 
taken control over the past as well as the 
future of Deylam Port. While up until 
yesterday the "boat owners" were the single 
masters of this "profitable" arena, today, the 
farmers and fishermen have put aside their 
ancestoral boats and land and, with the hope of 
a profitable future, have cast their hearts to 
the sea. The activities of "those who have 
gone to the Gulf" from Deylam, have been made 
official by the government granting permission 
for a limited amount of goods to be imported 
from the sheikdoms, which has led to the 
excessive rush of smuggled goods flooding into 
the market of Deylam Port. On the other hand, 
poverty, the lack of water and other resources, 
and the lack of appropriate conditions for 
production in the Deylam area have justified 
this invasion to all those who have left 
jainful employment and are engaging in 
smuggling. Most of the people of Deylam 
consider the main cause of their problem the 
fact that th’. district has not become a city 
and the authorities consider the rapid 
implementation of the plan for the expansion of 
small ports in Deylam as the way to save this 
Old port from economic stagnation. The 
lieutenant governor has asked for a definitive 
decision regarding the trips of the boat owners 
to Kuwait and the other sheikdoms of the 








Persian Gulf. Meanwhile, the commander of the 
gendarmerie regiment of Deylam Port said: If 
we had a fast boat, we could eliminate 
"smuggling." 


At the present time, Deylam Port has 42 large and small villages, 
one of which, the village of Hesar, is quite old. This village, 

which was called "Shiniz" or "Siniz" earlier, was a large village 
located next to a large fortress and revives the memories of the 

cruelty and tyranny of the power of the tribal chiefs. 


Based on discoveries undertaken, if this village is excavated up 
to the Mahruyan (the present Shabzadeh 'Abdollah) Port, bricks 
have been found which indicate that a rather large city existed 
between these two villages. 


Some distance from a place called "Khur Hasan," which is located 
in the south of Deylam, there exist numerous hills which were 
used in the past for the cultivation of grains; even the hunting 
of deer and rabbits was common in the vicinity. The local people 
call that area "Telal Seyyed Mehdi." Also, in the south of the 
connective road, within a distance of a few hundred meters, there 
are signs of hills which used to be high, but as a result of 
wind, rain and other natural factors, they have gradually worn 
down and have even been eliminated. These hills are known as 
"Telal-e Gorbeh'i" in the local dialect. 


This port was a center of knowledge during the conflicts between 
the Carmathians and Al-e Busa'id and, reportedly, it was the 
birthplace of the Hamadan of the Carmathians. 


From an environmental perspective, Deylam Port is protected from 
heavy winds and has a warm and humid climate. 


The language of the people of this port is a special local 
dialect, a mixture of Persian, Lori, Arabic, and Turkish. Few of 
the people in the streets and markets speak standard Persian and 
generally communicate in this local dialect. 


The Existing Condition of Deylam Port 

Deylam Port is in the district of Gonaveh, which is located in 
Bushehr Province. Since it leads to the three Provinces of 
Khuzestan, Fars, and Bushehr as well as to the Persian Gulf, it 
is of special significance. 


Deylam Port has a population of 12,000 and if the 42 affiliated 
villages are included, it has a total population of 40,000. 


Most of the people of Deylam Port engage primarily in commerce, 
traveling to the countries across the Persian Gulf to import 
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luxury and soine necessary items, which they sell, and, 
secondarily, they engage in fishing, governinent employment and, 
Occasionally, in repairinu boat engines. Economically, except 
for fisning, the common jobs in this port are essentially non- 
productive and all jobs are somehow dependent on commerce and the 
import of goods from the sheixdoms. In the villages of this 
port, cultivation consists of dry farming along with which 
farmers also engage in animal husbandry. 


At the present time, Deylam Port has many economic, social, and 
Cultural problems. Unfortunately, despite its ancient history, 
not only has no attention been paid to it in the past--and the 
chain of deprivation has run deep into the roots of life--but 
Since the revolution as well, the authorities have forgotten it. 
In the beginning of the revolution, a number of ports in this 
OProvince, including Gonaveh, Kangan, Khur-e Mowj, Deyr and Anhron, 
were changed from districts into cities, but this port, which has 
a more appropriate capability and background to be changed into a 
city than other ports still remains a district and has to 
tolerate many economic, social and cultural problems and other 
forms of iiscrimination. 


A Look at the Foonomic Situation of Deylam Port 


As was pointed out, the majority of the people of this Port 
angage in commerce, traveling to the Persian Gulf countries, 
including Kuwait and Dubai, as well as service jobs which are in 


some way directly related to this business. 


Such jobs, because of their large income, are very attractive to 
the peoole, such that even farmers abandon farming which is not 
orofitable to them and, stunned by the large income of such jobs, 
leave for this and other neighboring ports. For this reason, at 
the present time, in Deylam Port, not only are there no 
oroductive jobs or active economy, but it must also be expected 
that in the not-too-distant future, the relatively unstable 
agriculture which now remains in the area will also be destroyed 
and farmers will be absorbed by false and unproductive jobs. 


Smuggling and Luxury Item Markets in Deylam 


Most of the stores in this port sell luxury items which are 
brought by the motorboats froin across the Persian Gulf. In the 
Only market of this port, which is in the approximate vicinity of 
the Customs Office, all kinds of luxury items and some essential 
ones, such as washing machines and watches as well as vacuum 
Cleaners and clothing, in fact, everything can be found. For 
this reason, a large number of passengers frequent this port from 
other cities. 








The procedures for importing these goods are based on laws 
devised by the Revolution Council and according to which every 
Sallor working on the boats which frequent the Persian Gulf 
countries mav imoort a certain amount of agoods as gifts and 
souvenirs. Hence, with legal advantayes, they bring goods whic 
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market of Deylam Port after customs duties. Under the pretext of 
the legal trafficking of these boats to these countries and 
resorting to the privileges which have been granted by the 
Revolution Council to the sailors in the southern varts of the 
country, the business of smuggling and smugglers has continued to 
thrive and is indicated by the statistics of the cases of those 
who have been brought to justice in this connection. 


After reaching these markets, the items are naturally offered for 
Sale at the highest possible price and the government practically 
does not interfere in the sale procedure and pricing of these 
items. 


In any case, not only will the entry of these items, whether by 
using the privileges and rights that the government has granted 
the sallors and boat owners or by engaging in smuaaling under the 
cover of this business and consequently the overstocking of 
luxury items, fail to improve the economy of this port, but it 
has already created a stagnant, consumer society. It has made 
young peovle who could use their creativity to work 
constructively in the various industrial and agricultural areas 
of the economy of their region become inclined towards these non- 
productive, intermediate jobs with a deceptive appearance of 
extreme orofitability. 


Also, the lack of supervision of the qovernment and tne related 
Organizations over the pricing of these goods has freed the hands 
of the middlemen who are waiting to take advantage of such 
Situations and, by purchasing and transporting the goods to other 
cities, to pour huge profits into the pockets of this group and 
ultimately inflict deadly blows upon the new-found economy of the 
country. 


What Do the Authorities Say? 


Hayati, the lieutenant governor of Deylam Port, said in regards 
to the entry of luxury items from the Persian Gulf countries: 
Most of the people make a living and their income by going across 
the Persian Gulf in boats to bring goods. However, this action 
harms the entire economy of the country because it is neither 
oroductive nor service work and is considered a general blight. 


In response to the question of why the entry of these items is 
not stooped, he said: According to the ratification of the 
Revolution Council, every sailor may import some goods. This 
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privilege was granted only for the purpose of allowing the 
Sailors who work on the boats to engage in exports and imports in 
order to bring along a certain amount of goods needed by their 
families. However, this privilege has become merely a pretext 
for sailors to go to the Persian Gulf countries and here and 
there bring in goods illegally over and above the amount 
determined by the Revolution Council through different methods, 
across the border, at the side of the customs house, or other 
ways which, unfortunately, exist. 


He added: We have frequently stated that we hope this public 
plight which exists in the city of Deylam and all the small ports 
of this province will be resolved from above and that a 
definitive decision will be made regarding their trips to Kuwait 
and other Persian Gulf countries. 


The lieutenant governor of Deylam said concerning the measures to 
confront the entry of smuggled goods, which he considers a public 
blight: In this connection, certain measures, such as the 
establishment of cooperative companies for the border residents, 
have been taken. With the share of these individuals in these 
companies, the goods permitted by the governinent are exported and 
those permitted by the government for the needs of the people are 
imported and put at their disposal at a fair price. 


He added: Also, a more beneficial measure which has been taken 
in this connection is the implementation of the plan for the 
development of small ports which is being carried out by the 
Organization of ports and shipping of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran in this port. With the execution of this plan, Deylam Port 
will have a pier and other port facilities and will become more 
active than its present state of economic stagnation. God 
willing, we hope that the completion of this project will create 
jobs and the people will thereby avoid going to the Persian Gulf 
countries merely to bring in luxury items, and that they will, 
rather, be absorbed in service employment in the areas of 
transportation and fishing on a larger scale so that this public 
blight can be eliminated. 


Siasinezhad, the mayor of Deylam Port, also said in regards to 
the importing of luxury items and the problems that have been 
caused by it: In this Port, there is a market called the luxury 
Sale market in which all the goods come from abroad and the 
governinent has not set prices for these goods. Consequently, the 
people are very much overcharged and we have been helplessly 
unable to do anything useful. 


He added: The reason for the entry of these goods is a law 
ratified by the government which must be implemented. However, 
the amount of goods which are seen in this market is more than 





that allowed by the permits granted by the governinent to boat 
owners and sailors. 


Also, Daryasaf, the head of the Customs Office of Deylam Port, 
said in regards to the way smuggled goods are brought to the 
Port: Since Deylam Port is particularly unsuitable, it takes 
several hours for a boat to enter the opening to the dock. 
During this time, individuals bring in smuggled goods any way 
they can and by various tricks they know. 


He said: The governinent intends to develop the small ports and 
Deylam Port is included in this plan. If, God willing, this Port 
is developed and becomes suitable in terms of the pier, storage 
and loading, illegal smuggling will certainly be eliminated. 


He added: Also, if the government wants to prevent the exit of 
the boats to the Persian Gulf countries, it is necessary to 
create jobs for the sailors and seafarers. 


Captain Karimollahi, the commander of the gendarmerie reyiment of 
this port, also explained the sensitive geographical situation of 
Deylam Port in reaards to smuggling and said concerning the 
procedure of the gendarmerie to fight the illegal actions of the 
Smugglers: There are about 210 boats in Deylam Port. We allow 
two or three boats a day to leave the port and four or five boats 
to enter the port. Hence, the whole area is under the control of 
the personnel and it would seem unlikely for smuggled goods to 
enter the port. However, they know special tricks and in terms 
of the sea and the port, we are limited by our inablility to 
completely control them. 


He added: If we were provided with a small PT boat or a high 
powered speed boat, we would be able to carry out our duty in the 
best possible manner and to strongly fight smuggling and 
smugglers. 


10,000 
CSO: 4640/229 
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TRAN 


PRESIDENT: AGRICULTURAL IMPROVEMENT ONLY ROAD TO SELF-SUFFICIENCY 
Tehran JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI in Persian 13 May 84 p 9 
[Text] Political Sector, JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI 


Members of the Supreme Council of agriculture 
accompanied by exemplary farmers from 
throughout the country met with President 
Hojjat ol-Eslam Seyyed 'Ali Khamene'i. 


According to a report by our correspondent, in this meeting in 
which Ayatollah Qazi, the representative of the imam ard Friday 
imam of Dezful as well as a number of agricultural officials were 
present, first, Dr Zali, the minister of agriculture, presented a 
report to the president on the work and activities carried out in 
regards to agriculture. 


Then five exemplary farmers informed Ilojjat ol-Eslam Khamene'i of 
the problems as well as the agricultural situation of their area. 


Then, the president addressed the farmers, pointing out that the 
Islamic revolution has created a basic movement in the society. 


Today, you farmers are conscious and revolutionary human beings 
and this is a miracle of our revolution. In our society, 
emphasis on agriculture is based on the ideas and beliefs of the 
authorities and operators of the Islamic Republic. 


No profession except productive work, especially agriculture, has 
been stressed in Islamic books. 


Stating that the Koran asks human beings to develop the land, 
which means agricultural development, Hojjat ol-Eslam Khamene'i 
added: 


Farmers are the excavators of Cod's treasures in the land. 


Agriculture has its roots in the Koran and the reported 
traditions. 
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The administration of the country, revolution and self- 
sufficiency is not possible without engaging in agriculture. If 
we want to attain self-sufficiency in practice, the first, most 
important and most essential step is to develop agriculture in 
the country. 


Continuing his statements, he added: 


The most important problem in a society is to eliminate hunger 
and provide security. 


In the past regime, more than thinking about agricultural growth, 
they were trying to destroy it and by various means and under the 
influence of local and foreign powers and destructive policies, 
they destroyed the agricultural plains and lands and dragged the 
farmers to the cities. 


If we want to be an independent country, if we want our children 
to live proudly, and if we want this country and nation to be a 
model for other countries and nations, our first concern must be 
to become independent in the area of food. 


According to the report of the correspondent of the political 
section of JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI, the president, addressing the 
farmers, then sald: 


The decisive policy of the government is to support agriculture 
and it must be so. Of course, we benefit from the experiences 
and shortcomings and will perfect our agricultural methods. 


We have many limitations, most of which are due to the war, 
economic embargo and the hostility of the superpowers who do not 
want us to be self-sufficient in the area of food. But, we will 
fight and do our utmost to achieve self-sufficiency. 


In another part of his speech, the president pointed out that for 
you farmers the farm is like the battlefront. We place 
importance on agriculture because we consider the survival of tne 
revolution in agricultural growth. 


When we say that agriculture must be the central issue, this does 
not mean that there should be no industry in the country or that 
we should not engage in cultural issues. All of these are 
necessary, nowever, most of our efforts must be spent on 
agriculture. 


We believe that if for a period of four or five years all of the 


efforts of you farmers and we, the authorities, are mobilized, 
the wheels of our agriculture will begin to turn. 
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Then, referring to the migration of the villages to the cities, 
Hojjat ol-Eslam Khamene'i added: The migration of the villagers 
to the cities must be gradually eliminated and our people should 
go from the big cities to small cities and villages. 


Based on this report, at the end of this visit, commendations 
were presented by the president to exemplary farmers from 
througnout the country. 
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PAKISTAN 


SPACE-AGE COMMUNICATIONS OPEN BORDERS TO FOREIGN INFLUENCES 
Karachi JANG in Urdu 13 Apr 84 p 3 
[Article by Rais Amrohavi: "Under the Surface"] 


[Excerpts] A New Cultural Current: A Persian poet once said that the 
surface of the sea is smooth, as if streams of 'salsabil’ and ‘kausar' 
(names of fountains in paradise) are flowing smoothly, but if one were 

to plunge below the surface, one would find that the bottom is ablaze with 
hell fire. Our society is faced with a similar situation. In our social 
life at the surface, big deeds are being performed, for example the pro- 
pagation of Islamic culture, the protection of Islamic values, the 
administration of prayers, competitions for Koranic recitals and religious 
sermons by competent religious leaders, sympathetic advice and counsel 

by counselors day and night, rigid punishment, the establishment of 
religious tribunals and 'qazi' courts, arrangements for collecting 'zakat' 
and 'ushr,' and the holding of religious ceremonies with full pomp and 
splendor. The fact is that Islamization is taking place in all spheres 

of the lives of individuals and the nation, to the extent that it is 
impossible to enumerate them one by one. There is not the least doubt 
that this scared task is being performed with the best intentions, good 
wishes and religious ardor. 


But if you were to plunge to the bottom of the sea of social life you would 
witness an entirely different life. A friend who recently toured villages 
in Sind and Baluchistan says that there is not a single house of well-to- 
do damiiies where Indian movies are not watched and displayed on VCR. 

These movies, which are mostly nude, obscene and sensational and are pro- 
hibited even in India, are being watched routinely. As far as transistors 
are concerned, everyone has one tucked up under his arms, and people are 
intoxicated with the tunes of Indian music. This is the situation in 
villages. But in cities and small towns, in addition to VCRs and tran- 
Sistors, video games are extremely popular. In other words, the culture 
springing from under the surface of the Islamic society has not the least 
connection not only with Islam but also with any general code of ethics. 

No rational person ever wants society to become the victim of moral dis- 
ruption. The logical outcome of the situation arising from the latest 
comprehensive developments in the media has given rise to the propagation 
and expansion of a new culture. In our country, many simple-minded elderly 
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people fearfully talk about the Indian cultural invasion of Pakistan. I 
wish they knew that in this age it is impossible to keep any society locked 
behind doors. It is not possible to lock yourself inside your house and 
believe that you will be safe from inroads made by foreign cultures. The 
Soviet Union managed to erect a wall of steel called the “iron curtain” 

all around it by imposing strict censorship and enforcing rigorous admini- 
Strative measures. But even this steel fortress proved to be absolutely 
useless, and all the glitter and splendor of the capitalist system can 

be seen there, too. The same is the case with China, which was cut off 
from the rest of the world and lived all by itself until 3 years ago. 

We can control broadcasts and the telecasts of Radio Pakistan and Tele- 
vision and impose censorship on newspapers. We can bring about reforms 

in our film industry. But there is no way of eliminating from our frontiers 
communication satellites in space, which can and are busy broadcasting 

all kinds of programs. With the beginning of the space age, the borders 

of all countries have been laid open. Barriers can be erected on land 

but it is not possible to close borders to space. The question is how 

to rectify the prevailing state of affairs. Legal restrictions can serve 
no purpose. Strict and severe laws have not and cannot reform anyone. 

The prevailing situation is cf a revolutionary nature and only by taking 
revolutionary measures can such a situation be rectified. It is doubtful 
that even such measures will achieve positive results. As long as a person 
does not bring about changes and reform himself from within, no one can 
reform him from outside. Just as the solutions are not in our hands, so 
too they are not in the hands of others either. Just the same, we must 
continue our efforts to improve the situation. 


9315 END 
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